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I AM THE LAST HUNTER  
AND YOU ARE THE LAST OF YOUR KIND.

THE NOISE OF OUR FIGHT  
WILL MAKE THE STARS FALL FROM THE SKY.

Florida, 10,000 years ago. When a terrible fire destroys the tribe’s camp, only six 
children survive. 

Six children who will decide, alone, to carry out the great hunt, in search of the last 
mastodons, creatures that are very precious for their survival.

The journey through a wild America full of huge and unknown animals will be an 
opportunity for them to discover their own talents: Ama has the Talent of Stories, 
Ocho that of Ropes, Cato of Stone, Beri of Fire. And Roqi? If he doesn’t even have the 
courage to throw a stone at a leaf-eater, will he ever be able to become a hunter? 
And above all: will the children be able to survive in the most hostile environment 
that has ever existed?

* A great survival story, able to draw the readers in and keep them reading. 

* The courage to grow up, self-discovery and a journey of initiation into 
adulthood.

 FIRST PUBLISHER: MONDADORI (ITALY), 2021  
RIGHTS SOLD IN: GERMANY (THIENEMANN)
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ADVENTURE,  
COMING-OF-AGE 

12+

Davide is a journalist and an author of works translated into 25 languages, and he won the 2017 Andersen Prize with Il Rinomato Catalogo Walker & Dawn. 
He has earned numerous international awards: he was a finalist for the prestigious Deutscher Jugendliteraturpreis in Germany, and winner of the Prix des 
Bouquineurs en Seine in France, the Vlag en Wimpel in the Netherlands, and the Flanders KJV.
In 2021, he entered the IBBY Italian Honour List, won the Zilveren Griffel in the Netherlands, the Penzberger Urmel Literature prize in Germany, the Grand Prix 
des Lectures du Journal de Mickey in France and is currently a finalist for the Strega Children’s Prize in Italy.

THE LAST HUNTER 
DAVIDE MOROSINOTTO
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CAPTAINS COURAGEOUS MEETS CORTO MALTESE.
A JOURNEY ACROSS THE INDIAN OCEAN,

AMONG HISTORY, ADVENTURE AND FEELINGS,
AN ADVENTURE THAT IS CALLED “LIFE”.

Tristan is twelve years old, attends an exclusive school in Singapore, and is the prince 
of a small kingdom in the middle of the Indian Ocean, the Cocos Islands.

When the First World War breaks out, the boy finds himself aboard the Emden, the 
German cruiser of the privateer and gentleman Von Müller, an enemy of his kingdom.

The commander decides that it’s time for Tristan to be put to work as a deckhand and 
lookout, he who was raised among vices and luxury to become a ruler. Thus, in the 
middle of storms and naval battles, Tristan discovers that anything is possible, even 
respecting one’s enemies, and that the life of a spoiled prince isn’t for him.

He was born to look at the clouds from afar, and to experience a thousand adventures.

* German privateers, the first world war, a prince, and the most incredible story, in 
an adventurous journey of growth and discovery of life.

* The Emden and its commander Von Müller really existed, and so do the Cocos 
Islands. Alone, the cruiser sowed terror along the routes of the Indian Ocean in 
the first few months of the war.

 FIRST PUBLISHER: PIEMME (ITALY), 2021

THE CLOUD SEEKER 
CHRISTIAN ANTONINI

Christian is the author of books for children and adults, with a passion for history, adventure and fantasy. He has worked as an editor for periodicals and 
publishing houses and has worked professionally with board games, simulation games and role-playing games. In 2016, he made his debut in the world of 
children’s fiction with the novel Fuorigioco a Berlino (The Berlin Offside), which won the 2017 Bancarellino Selection Award and the Il Gigante delle Langhe 
national prize.
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ADVENTURE,  
COMING-OF-AGE 

11+
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HORROR
12+DARK FANTASY, 

NEW WEIRDO 13+

Fourteen-year-old Ottavia wakes up, disoriented 
and with no memory, in a mysterious and lab-
yrinthine place: the fortress of Haresind. During 
her escape, she will be accompanied by various 
creatures, meet other prisoners and, like in the 
best videogames, face numerous tests, encoun-
tering monstrous beings and ambiguous charac-
ters. The path that will lead her to safety, piecing 
back together the puzzle of her memories, will 
also be the means to discover a secret hidden 
deep inside the fortress.

* Inspired by the audio series, already a 
sensation: the first ever for a young adult 
target.

* A tale of growing tension, illustrated by one 
of the most important Italian designers: 
Nova. 

 FIRST PUBLISHER: DEA (ITALY) 2021

This is the story…
… of Lynx, Buzzard and Toad, three amateur 
criminals fleeing from a robbery gone wrong.
… of a class of high school students taken hostage 
during a trip to an abandoned former hospital.
… of the former Boeri sanatorium, which hides 
layers of cursed stories, buried in its crumbling 
walls and dark bowels.
… of a girl with psychic powers that allow her to 
perceive Evil.
… of animals and humans transformed into 
beasts by ghosts of the mind and the ferocity 
of their torturers.

* A tense and fast-paced horror-thriller for 
young adults, following in the footsteps of 
Stephen King, with echoes of the new fron-
tiers of serial horror.

 FIRST PUBLISHER: PIEMME (ITALY), 2020 
RIGHTS SOLD IN: FRANCE (BAYARD) 
TV RIGHTS OPTIONED

THE LIMBO DIARIES 
MANLIO CASTAGNA
Illustrated by NOVA

THE BEASTS
MANLIO CASTAGNA – GUIDO SGARDOLI

THREE BANDITS WITHOUT A PLAN,  
TWENTY-ONE HOSTAGES WITH  

NO ESCAPE, TWENTY-FOUR HOURS  
OF PURE HORROR

Manlio wrote and directed his first short film before he had graduated. He then began to collaborate with the Giffoni festival and was its deputy 
artistic director for a decade, until 2018 when he made his debut as a novelist with the bestselling Petrademone saga (Mondadori). He continues to 
churn out books and was shortlisted for the Strega Children’s Prize in 2021 with La notte delle Malombre (The Night of the Malombre), Mondadori.
Guido is one of the most famous Italian children’s authors and has written over one hundred books. His stories have been translated into many lan-
guages and have won all the major literary prizes dedicated to writing for children, included the Strega. In 2021, he entered in the Italian Ibby Honour 
List with Anomalya (Giunti), and I Grigi (The Greys), DeA.

AS COMPELLING AS A VIDEOGAME,
POP, DARK & EDGY LIKE A MANGA,
AN ORIGINAL ADVENTURE ON THE 

BORDER BETWEEN LIFE AND DEATH
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THE FUTURE OF ENERGY IS GREEN
AND IS IN THE HANDS  

OF THREE BRIGHT CHILDREN

Venice. On the night of a full moon, the members of a secret society meet up in 
an ancient building. A few narrow streets away, physics luminary Bepi Galvano is 
about to celebrate his 80th birthday. To mark the occasion, his neighbours, three 
brilliant children, are organising a big party. However, in the night, the professor 
disappears under circumstances that remain unclear. Could that mysterious associ-
ation, the Lunar Society, have something to do with his mysterious disappearance?

In a labyrinthine Venice, three young protagonists face a race against time. The 
future of humanity could lie precisely in the professor’s latest invention, an incred-
ible machine for producing green energy from water. It’s now up to Bepi’s young 
friends to take up his legacy and prevent darkness from descending on the world 
we know forever.

* Ecology, environmental defense or the search for alternative sources of 
energy.

* A book for all children who dream of growing up in a better, more sustainable, 
and fairer world.

* Future-proofing, through the eyes of the new generation: the use of hydrogen 
produced from renewables (sun and wind) as a new renewable energy source 
that will help us breathe cleaner air, and decarbonise industries, transport, and 
heating.

 FIRST PUBLISHER: SALANI, 2020 

1 / #NewBooks #LatestStories

ADVENTURE,  
ECOLOGY 10+

Marco was born in New York in 1975. An economics and philosophy graduate from the London School of Economics, he has worked in the energy sector for twenty years. Since 
2016, he’s been CEO of Snam, one of the most important energy infrastructure companies in the world. Strongly committed to clean energy transition, Snam is involved in ground-
breaking initiatives in biomethane, sustainable mobility, energy efficiency, and hydrogen. In 2019, the company was the first in Europe to experiment with injecting hydrogen into 
natural gas transmission networks and was the only Italian company to join the UN’s Getting to Zero Coalition for the decarbonisation of sea transport. In the same year, Snam 
launched the Plastic Less programme, aimed at gradually eliminating the use of plastic by the company.
Marco lives in Milan with Selvaggia and their two daughters, Lipsi and Greta, aged ten and eight. He loves rowing and sailing on the lagoon in Venice, his family’s original hometown.

ZHERO 
MARCO ALVERÀ
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With all the spontaneity of his thirteen years, Mauri retraces the thirty-three days 
that have made him grow up, starting on that 14th of June when his best friend, 
Brando, dives into the lake and never resurfaces. 

But incredulous grief soon gives way to doubt: mysterious notes written in Bran-
do’s writing cast a shadow of suspicion over Lake Road, threatening solid friend-
ships and blossoming love. 

There are whispers about a road on the bottom of the lake, children with weed for 
hair, and other, even darker things. 

But Mauri doesn’t believe it, and he decides to investigate, along with other mem-
bers of the Lucci gang: Fabi, Nando, Trapola and above all, her, Aura, his secret love.

* A unique and engaging adventure, a crazy summer before high school, and 
the passage from childhood to adolescence. 

* “I wrote this book during the first lockdown. In the stillness of that present, I 
revisited a page from my past: a summer in the shadow of the Half Tower, at my 
grandparents’ house, the custodians of an old manor on the shores of Lake Iseo. 
Adventures, first loves, life, death. Mystery. Everything came back to life as it was 
then, whispering to me the story of the Lucci of Lake Road.” Giuseppe Festa

* Winner of Gianni Rodari Children’s Prize 2021 and Finalist for Gigante delle Langhe.

 FIRST PUBLISHER: SALANI (ITALY), 2021

THE PIKES OF LAKE ROAD
GIUSEPPE FESTA

Giuseppe has a degree in Natural Sciences and works in the environmental education field. Founder and singer of the Lingalad folk music group, he 
has also written a number of nature reports for Italian broadcaster RAI and starred in the award-winning documentary Oltre la Frontiera. His novels 
have been widely translated. He was shortlisted for the Strega Children’s Prize 2019 with Cento passi per volare (A Hundred Steps to Freedom), Salani 
2018. The same novel received the Kadaitosho in Japan in 2020 and has been chosen by the Japanese Ministry of Education as summer reading for 
all school children in the target age group.

AN UNFORGETTABLE SUMMER.
THIRTY-THREE DAYS – NOT ONE MORE, NOT ONE LESS –

WHEN EVERYTHING IS POSSIBLE.

1 / #NewBooks #LatestStories

GROWING UP
MYSTERY 10+
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ADVENTURE,  
HUMOUR 9+

ADVENTURE,  
HUMOUR 7+

A squirrel suffering with vertigo, a short-sighted 
falcon, a claustrophobic mole and many other 
strange animals fight against those who threaten 
Strangewood. 

They will be able to overcome adversity by 
making their limits a source of strength, often 
unintentionally, thanks to teamwork and the 
friendship that binds them.

* Lots of laughs (all while learning a lot about 
nature).

* Diversity as a source of strength.

* At the end of the story, Vertigo the squirrel 
recounts the real characteristics of the ani-
mals outside Strangewood. 

 FIRST PUBLISHER: PIEMME (ITALY), 2021 
SERIES: 2 BOOKS PUBLISHED

What would happen if a band of wood mice 
were to find a strange black stone, all square 
and shiny? And what would they do if it started 
to ring and shake all of a sudden? This is what 
happened to Terr and his friends, who had nev-
er seen a human being before, and thought one 
young boy’s lost smartphone was a mysterious 
alien object for talking to extraterrestrials.

* A fun book full of misunderstandings, big 
laughs and lots of adventures.

* There are a million sides to the truth, and 
sometimes all it takes to see them is a dif-
ferent point of view.

* Finalist for Gigante delle Langhe Children’s 
Prize 2020.

 FIRST PUBLISHER: SALANI (ITALY), 2019

THE ANIMALS OF STRANGEWOOD
GIUSEPPE FESTA

MOUSE ENCOUNTERS  
OF THE THIRD KIND 
GIUSEPPE FESTA

AN ADVENTURE  
THAT WILL GO DOWN 

IN HISTORY

IN STRANGEWOOD,  
EVERYTHING IS THE OPPOSITE  

OF EVERYTHING AND 
WEIRDNESS IS THE NORM.
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SHE IS JUST A GIRL NOW BUT SHE WILL BECOME
A MARTIAL ARTIST, THE QUEEN OF THE CHINA 
SEA, THE GREATEST PIRATE WHO EVER LIVED.

Canton, 1770. Shi Yu is a six-year-old orphan who works for the quick-tempered 
innkeeper Bai Bai.

At the inn, Yu meets Li Wei, a boy who is already a martial arts expert. Yu per-
suades him to teach her to fight, and her talent is immediately obvious. This skill 
will save her life a few years later when she is kidnapped by the dreaded Golden 
Dragon’s pirates: instead of killing her, Golden Dragon enrols her in the crew. 

This is the beginning of her ascent in the piracy world. 

After many raids in the Pearl River, Macau and Hong Kong, nineteen-year-old Yu 
becomes the commander of an entire fleet, which will soon number more than a 
hundred ships. Her very name terrorises the China Sea, and she seems to be an 
unstoppable force… But Yu’s fame has unwittingly made her an enemy as powerful 
as he is mysterious, who will stop at nothing to destroy Air and Water wushu: the 
legendary martial arts style of which Yu has become the latest master…

* A breathtaking adventure and an extraordinary coming-of-age story inspired 
by the true story of Ching Shih, commander of the largest pirate fleet of all 
time. 

* Amazing cover illustrations by Europe’s most famous illustrator. 

* Finalist for the Strega Children’s Prize.

 FIRST PUBLISHER: RIZZOLI (ITALY), 2020 
RIGHTS SOLD IN: GERMANY (THIENEMANN), NETHERLANDS AND BELGIUM  
(BAECKENS BOOKS), FRANCE (L’ECOLE DES LOISIRS)

THE GREATEST
DAVIDE MOROSINOTTO
Cover by Rébecca Dautremer

1 / #NewBooks #LatestStories

ADVENTURE,  
COMING-OF-AGE 

12+
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Pierdomenico is a writer and journalist. 
His books have sold millions of copies worldwide and have been translated into over 30 languages.
Today he is considered one of the leading Italian children’s authors and the most widely translated abroad.

COMING-OF-AGE, 
ADVENTURE  

10+

Billy decides to run away from his home in Liverpool without telling his father. He 
travels the 200 miles separating him from the little seaside town of Kewstoke on 
Azzurra (the mountain bike he has painstakingly assembled piece by piece) with the 
sole aim of reaching his grandfather’s care home as soon as possible, because he 
made a promise: if anything happens, kid, come straight here, ok?

It’s the story of:

* Billy’s journey on his bicycle, the route he chooses along the country paths of 
England and Wales. The historic and beautiful locations he sees. 

* The people he meets along the way: Joe, the Deliveroo guy who dreams of 
studying engineering; Annabelle, whose hair he cuts by night, and her broth-
er Emmett, who laughs at swear words; Shackleton, the dog, who will follow 
him for the rest of his journey; Mr Richmal, who repairs Azzurra and helps him 
discover the world of nocturnal moths; the three sisters of the waterfall, who 
live alone in a country house, waiting for their mother.

* But above all, it’s the story of his thoughts, memories of his grandfather’s 
stories, all linked to music personalities of the seventies, who he claims to 
have met and know well: from David Bowie to Keith Richards, Roger Waters 
of Pink Floyd and Robert Wyatt of Soft Machine.

 FIRST PUBLISHER: MONDADORI (ITALY), 2021 – ON WATTPAD IN APRIL / JUNE 2020 
RIGHTS SOLD IN: CHINA (BEIJING PUBLISHING)

HOOPDRIVER 
PIERDOMENICO BACCALARIO

WHERE ARE YOU GOING, BILLY?
I’M GOING SOUTH. 

AND WHY, BILLY-WHO’S-GOING-SOUTH?
BECAUSE I MADE A PROMISE.

1 / #NewBooks #LatestStories  11 - TURN TO INDEX ›



In the freezing night of the 3rd of March 1944, the train travelling from Naples 
to Potenza was found at a stop in a tunnel near Balvano. Hundreds of bodies 
lay inside and all around it. Of course, massacres are not uncommon in wartime, 
but these corpses had no wounds. To unravel the mystery of goods train 8017, 
we must go back in time, elbow our way up onto the long convoy and look the 
clandestine passengers in the face. Like Rocco the rogue, looking for loot in the 
crowd. Or Brando, forced to look after his family too young. When his pure deter-
mined gaze meets that of Nora, the daughter of Dr Moscati (who is on the train 
to find his lost son) their souls make an indissoluble connection. But something is 
tormenting the girl: she has seen the imminent danger in the form of malombre, 
dark presences that are harbingers of death according to popular belief. But who 
will believe her?

* The legends and the truth about Italy’s most serious railway disaster, long-for-
gotten over the years, in a sweeping and powerful story.

* The style is also suited to adult readers, appealing to parents and teachers.

* Shortlisted for the Strega Children’s Prize 2021.

 FIRST PUBLISHER: MONDADORI (ITALY), 2020 

THE NIGHT OF THE MALOMBRE
MANLIO CASTAGNA

1 / #NewBooks #LatestStories

ITALY HAD ITS OWN ‘TITANIC’…  
ADVENTURE, LOVE AND DEATH ON A TRAIN,
INSPIRED BY A DEVASTATING TRUE STORY.

MYSTERY
12+
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ADVENTURE 
10+

INFINITE STORIES

RETURN TO TREASURE ISLAND
P.D. BACCALARIO – ALESSANDRO GATTI

THE LAST JOURNEY  
TO THE CENTRE OF THE EARTH
DAVIDE MOROSINOTTO

More than thirty years have passed since the ad-
venture narrated by Stevenson in his great novel 
Treasure Island, in which Jim Hawkins, then thir-
teen, embarked with Long John Silver in search 
of Captain Flint’s Treasure.

Now, Jim has a wife and two grown children, and 
he runs the Admiral Benbow inn as his parents 
did. But customer numbers are decreasing, the 
bills are increasing, and the storms that batter 
the coast don’t spare his modest inn. Until, one 
stormy evening, when a brawler boy turns up, 
who on closer inspection turns out to be… a girl.

Her name is Thunder, and her father is none oth-
er than the old Long John. She came looking for 
Jim to warn him of an ancient curse.

That same night, Jim finds himself on board a 
pirate ship, driven by a fate that once again takes 
him far from home…

During an excursion on Stromboli, a slightly rag-
tag group of tourists ends up in a crater. They 
are accompanied by Doctor Marino, a volcanolo-
gist, and her eleven-year-old nephew Alex, flee-
ing boredom. The group laboriously climbs the 
slopes of the mountain, where the wind swirls 
the black sand, but suddenly Alex and the others 
feel the earth shaking under their feet… and they 
start to fall. After a long and frightening fall, they 
find themselves at the bottom of a pit of rock. 
Alive, but imprisoned in the bowels of the Earth.

The only way to get out of trouble will be to 
retrace Jules Verne’s journey in reverse. Follow-
ing in the footsteps of the protagonists of Jules 
Verne’s novel, and discovering wonderful places 
and inhabitants, Alex and his companions will 
search with every last ounce of energy for a way 
back to the surface.

1 / #NewBooks #LatestStories

Masters of adventure, comedy and crime genres, Pierdomenico and Alessandro 
have been friends since school. They have written many successful series together 
published in several countries around the world

* Sequels to the most loved and evocative classics.

* A modern language. 

* Adventure, mystery, friendship and also themes such as bullying and learn-
ing disabilities treated within compelling stories with vivid characters.

 FIRST PUBLISHER: PIEMME, 2021

BECAUSE A GREAT STORY 
 NEVER ENDS
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ADVENTURE 
10+

DRACULA’S REAWAKENING
CHRISTIAN HILL

THE EVER MORE SECRET GARDEN
LUCIA VACCARINO

Another place, another time, but the threat of 
Dracula the vampire is more alive than ever.

Background: Mina Harker was one of the vam-
pire hunters who defeated Count Dracula at the 
end of the nineteenth century in Bram Stoker’s 
novel. She herself was turning into a vampire, 
but the curse seemed to have been lifted with 
the destruction of the Count. Seemed to.

Gulf of the Poets, present day. Her descendants 
moved here, burying the terrible adventures of 
their ancestress in oblivion. Mina herself lies in 
the Lerici cemetery. Or rather, lay: she has in fact 
reawakened and, dusting off Dracula’s name, has 
resumed the Count’s nefarious habits.

Marina and Jonathan – Mina’s great-great-grand-
children – along with their friend Rocco, meet 
the YouTuber Nils – Van Helsing’s great-great 
grandson. All together, they find themselves on 
the vampire’s tracks. Will they be able to stop 
her, just as their ancestors did?

Mary Lennox is now a teenager, and to her great 
regret she has to leave the secret garden, Colin 
and Dickon to go to a girls’ boarding school.

Life at Saint Catherine is very strict and far from 
the freedom of the moors, but there Mary finds 
a friend – the shy Agatha, so insecure and awk-
ward that she can’t make friends or get through 
the teachers’ questioning, a rival – Frances, a 
young bully and centraliser – a mystery to solve, 
and of course a new garden in which to contin-
ue to bloom.

1 / #NewBooks #LatestStories

Christian is an aerospace engineer who, immediately after graduating, decided he 
didn’t want to be an engineer. So, he turned to role-playing games and journalism 
and, more recently, to children’s fiction. He has published successful books for several 
Italian publishers and won the Cento Prize with Il ladro dei cieli (The Sky Thief).

Lucia was born in 1981 in Turin and lives in the 
province of Milan. In addition to writing novels for 
children, she is the author of cartoons and has been 
a producer of Italian and international television 
programmes.

* Sequels to the most loved and evocative classics.

* A modern language. 

* Adventure, mystery, friendship and also themes such as bullying and learn-
ing disabilities treated within compelling stories with vivid characters.

 FIRST PUBLISHER: PIEMME, 2021

INFINITE STORIES BECAUSE A GREAT STORY 
 NEVER ENDS
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HORROR
11+

CREEPYPASTASTORIES 

THE CURSE OF BLOODY MARY
BARBARA GOZZI
A story by Eleonora Babbo and Vincenzo Galli

MOMO, THE NIGHTMARE OF WHATSAPP
DANIELE NICASTRO

As soon as Viola arrives in Sanguinara, her fa-
ther’s hometown, strange events begin to hap-
pen, involving her and three other children: 
Angelica, Salvo and Luca. But everything dete-
riorates when Salvo carries out a strange ritual 
linked to a witch who lived there, centuries ear-
lier. Thus, a race against time begins: the four 
age rapidly and the Witch grows ever stronger. 
Discovering an ancient curse that involves their 
families and the town’s mysterious origin, the 
children will have to face the witch and stop her 
forever, or she will kill them…

A few days ago, they passed me the WhatsApp 
contact of a girl.
She’s called Momo.
But she’s not like all the other girls.
She wears you down, destroys you, consumes 
you. And eventually, she kills you.
You don’t think it’s true? Come on then, what 
are you waiting for? Send her a message.
Momo wants to be with you. Always… forever.

A series of horror books with a modern twist, combining the fascination for Creepy Pasta with immediate and engaging narratives, stories where children 
are literally sucked in by now viral legends and monsters that come out of the internet to enter the books and then the world of each young reader… 

* Creepy Pasta are part of the imagination of many children today, their legends multiplying online, but what if they were actually real? 

* What if they really entered boys’ and girls’ daily lives? And what better way than by reading!

 FIRST PUBLISHER: FABBRI, 2021

2 / #CreepyPastaStories

HORROR IS AROUND THE CORNER.  AND IT’S NEVER WHAT YOU EXPECT.

Barbara is a senior editor and board member at Book on a Tree. She has worked as 
a ghostwriter and published stories under a pseudonym. She lives outside Bologna 
with a black cat and walls covered in books.

Daniele writes everything from novels to postcards, messages in bottles, and phrases 
on walls. He started telling stories as a child, to his mother, every time he came home 
late without warning her. Over time, he made a profession out of it. He has published 
several novels with all the leading Italian publishers.

FOUR CHILDREN HAUNTED BY AN ANCIENT CURSE:  
WHO WILL BE THE NEXT TO DIE?

WHEN YOU’RE ALONE ON THE PHONE,  
THE MONSTERS SEE YOU AND YOU  

DON’T NOTICE THEY’RE APPROACHING 
UNTIL IT’S TOO LATE
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WHO WALKS IN THE MISTS OF EDINBURGH?

The young Robert Louis Stevenson has recently returned from Europe. He’s only 
fourteen years old but already nurtures a passion for adventure. One morning at 
dawn, he is wandering in the autumn mist near Edinburgh – city of woods, witches 
and spirits – when he meets two red-haired twins: Jackie and Hydie. They are the 
daughters of a pragmatic police inspector doomed to investigate cases. 

The trio, with Jackie’s initiative, Hydie’s sixth sense and Louis’s curiosity, will be-
come the invisible hands guiding the inspector in solving his cases. With a passion 
for mysteries, and flair for the supernatural, they alone can read the subtle magical 
trail hidden behind apparently simple cases. 

* Jackie and Hydie are inspired by Jekyll and Hyde. They are identical twins 
with opposite personalities. 

* A young Robert Louis Stevenson plays detective hunting down monsters and 
stories. 

* The mysteries of the creatures from Scottish folklore, the dark alleys of Edin-
burgh, and the foggy moors, explored by three young detectives.

 FIRST PUBLISHER: PIEMME (ITALY), MARCH 2021 
SERIES: 2 TITLES PUBLISHED

2 / #MindBendingMysteries

DOCTOR JACKIE AND MISS HYDIE
GISELLA LATERZA – GIADA PAVESI

MYSTERY
10+

Giada, a translator, made her debut as a novelist in 2020 with MySelf 
(Piemme). This is their first jointly written series, created among the 
fairytale woods and secret alleyways of Edinburgh. They had fun exploring 
them together, and blending a touch of magic with a touch of mystery.

Gisella is a journalist: as well as the 
news, she has recently started writing 
for children.
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MIND BENDING MYSTERIES

MYSTERY HOTEL
ALESSANDRO GATTI – LUCIA VACCARINO

MURDER IN THE MIRROR
TOMMASO PERCIVALE

THE MYSTERY OF GORSE MANOR
TOMMASO PERCIVALE

One winter evening, in a small provincial hotel, 
four famous investigators find themselves hav-
ing to solve a case that revolves around a myste-
rious man in a tailcoat.

One night, a student is murdered at an exclu-
sive girls’ boarding school, better known as the 
Clocks School, due to its infinite collection of 
cuckoo clocks. A boy witnesses the crime but 
then finds himself face to face with the mur-
dered girl – alive and without a scratch.

A broken window, the family jewels stolen and a 
ghost who misses an appointment…

For eight-year-old Greta, curious and resourceful, 
it’s the start of a dream.

2 / #MindBendingMysteries

A DEAD GIRL WHO ISN’T DEAD,  
AN INNOCENT PERSON ACCUSED OF MURDER,  

A MIRROR THAT DOESN’T REFLECT THE TRUTH

A YOUNG GIRL WITH A FASCINATION  
FOR THE MACABRE TURNS DETECTIVE  
IN HER GRANDPARENTS’ CREEPY VILLA

AN OLD HOTEL, FOUR GREAT DETECTIVES,  
AN INEXPLICABLE CRIME.

* Mystery and comedy, stories that give a nod to literature’s most famous de-
tectives and involve the reader in a game of investigation where nothing is 
what it seems.

* Fast paced “classic crime” characters and atmosphere, but with unexpected 
plot-twists.

 FIRST PUBLISHER: PIEMME (ITALY), 2020-2021

CRIME,  
COMEDY 10+
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THEY’RE BACK, TIMES HAVE CHANGED  

AND NOW THEY’RE NOT ALONE!

With the same flavour…

2 / #MindBendingMysteries 

AURORA CHEN AND THE KILLER 
SLIPPER CREW
P.D. BACCALARIO – ALESSANDRO GATTI

THE ORDER  
OF THE GARLAND
TOMMASO PERCIVALE

An adorable band of old crooks, just out of pris-
on, meet a girl and her best friend. 

Older and younger generations come together 
with twists, laughter and strokes of genius.

 FIRST PUBLISHER: FABBRI (ITALY), 2019

Secretive as foxes who hunt in the dead of 
night, four inseparable friends will pursue the 
most elusive criminals and insoluble mysteries, 
all in the name of the Queen of England!

Superb descriptions of Victorian London and a 
generous dose of suspense and humour. A treat 
for fans of Sherlock Holmes.

 FIRST PUBLISHER: MONDADORI (ITALY), 2019 
SERIES: 2 TITLES PUBLISHED

SPY STORY,
COMEDY 9+

SPY STORY
9+

Tommaso is passionate about stories, comics and games. He is a curious writer and, 
as such, tackles various genres, ranging from historical fiction to science fiction, 
from adventures to thrillers. His novels have been translated into more than twenty 
languages.

IMPOSSIBLE CASES  
THAT NOBODY CAN SOLVE
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#TeenStories

#HiddenSecrets

33



Fiore lives in Rome with her partner. She studied fashion design and for several years 
presented the popular kids’ TV show, “Camilla Store”. Her debut novel, Jack Bennet e la 
chiave di tutte le cose (Rizzoli), won the Asti d’Appello Junior prize, and was a finalist in 
the Castello di Sanguinetto prize, the oldest prize for children’s fiction. In her free time 
she is a content creator and talks about books on her Instagram profile.

Daniele writes everything from novels to postcards, messages in bottles, and phrases 
on walls. He started telling stories as a child, to his mother, every time he came home 
late without warning her. Over time, he made a profession out of it. He has published 
several novels with all the leading Italian publishers.

THERE’S NOTHING 
WRONG WITH WHO 

YOU ARE 

TWO TEENS. AN ETERNAL 
BLOSSOMING LOVE.

AN ETERNALLY REPEATING DAY.

LIKE CICADAS
FIORE MANNI

ONLY YOU, EVERY DAY
DANIELE NICASTRO – ELISA MODUGNO

3 / #TeenStories #HiddenSecrets

This story is about Teresa, known as Terry, the 
summer she was twelve, and Agata, her first 
love. Just like every year, Terry will be spending 
the summer at her family’s house by the sea, 
and is already imagining the adventures she’ll 
have with her usual group of friends. But when 
she gets there, she’s taken aback to find that all 
her friends are more “grown up” than her, while 
she is the same young girl she was last summer. 

One day Terry meets the blonde, pale, and slen-
der Agata. They start talking and Terry doesn’t 
understand what is happening to her: Agata is 
so beautiful she is dazzled by her. The days go 
by and Terry is increasingly confused: she’d like 
to spend as much time as possible with Agata, 
and her friend feels the same way.

* The joy, suffering, and problems of first 
love. A “Call me by your name” for kids.

* The novel is about diversity, and searching 
for and finding oneself.

 FIRST PUBLISHER:RIZZOLI, ITALY 2021

Have you ever felt like you’re doing the same 
things over and over? 

Alarm, school, home, homework, family, friends. 

The same thing every day.

What if you’re trapped in a time loop? 

And the only way to break it is to find your soul 
mate?

* The universe of teenage feelings described 
in the first person by the main characters; 
the uncertainties, desires, mistakes and 
leaps in the dark relating to learning how 
to love. 

* A Groundhog Day with modern and unex-
pected twists, but the same level of hu-
mour and personal growth.

* Two separate stories that intertwine and 
become one.

 FIRST PUBLISHER:  
MONDADORI RAGAZZI (ITALY), 2020

 ROMANTIC,  
LGBT+ 12+

 ROMANTIC,  
TEEN FICTION 

10+
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I KNOW YOUR SECRETS

3 / #TeenStories #HiddenSecrets

HORROR LURKS 
WHERE YOU LEAST 

EXPECT IT

MYSELF
GIADA PAVESI

THE GAME  
LUCIA VACCARINO  
& DAVIDE MOROSINOTTO
From an idea by Francesca CarbottiThirteen-year-old Michele has an app on which 

he can read his classmates’ secrets.

It’s called “MySelf”, a social network where you 
can share your thoughts and fears without wor-
rying about being judged, because users’ identi-
ties are protected and no-one knows who they 
are. No-one except Michele… 

* A story about teenagers that goes direct-
ly to the young reader’s heart by speaking 
their own language.

* Social media and its ability to condition 
behaviour: “MICHELE HAD ALL THOSE SE-
CRETS IN THE PALM OF HIS HAND.”

 FIRST PUBLISHER: PIEMME (ITALY), 2020  
RIGHTS SOLD IN: KOREA (PRUNSOOP PUBLISHING)

A village where everyone knows everyone else. 
A game that forbids you to speak.

A mysterious whisper you can’t disobey.

* Stephen King-style tension in a young adult 
tale that grapples with the themes, fears 
and angst of this generation using a simple, 
direct writing style that shoots straight to 
the heart.

 FIRST PUBLISHER: MONDADORI (ITALY), 2018 
RIGHTS SOLD IN: POLAND (AKAPIT)

SPORT, COMING  
OF AGE 10+

THRILLER 10+
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#HighReadability

#GoingToSchool
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ADVENTURE,  
HUMOUR  

7+

4 / #HighReadability #GoingToSchool

The Dodo, as we know, is extinct. But not in Grandville, where there is a deep sense 
of friendship and mutual help between the citizens and where there’s still room for 
animals that no longer exist these days, just like the Dodo. 

Their mission? To have fun and save nature!

John has many friends among the Grandville youngsters (his two best friends are 
Felix Lion and Zita Platypus) and he shares his big house with Daddy Dodo and 
thirteen uncles and aunts with the most outlandish professions. Each of them has 
at least a couple of rooms in the immense (and partly falling down, partly unex-
plored) Villa Dodo, where they all live together. The house has belonged to the 
Dodo family for generations. And it is itself a driving force for adventures.

* The John Dodo stories combine ordinary everyday life with surreal ideas. 
They are sometimes adventurous in the classical sense (treasure maps), 
sometimes visionary (a Viking invasion in search of a mysterious toaster), 
romantic, sporty (the Dodo Ball world championships), sci-fi in style (a space 
mission to capture a comet), focused on personal growth or helping people 
in need, scary (when after a ball game Dodo rolls the ball into the old sewer 
system), investigative, spy-themed, historical, or centred on exploration.

* Stories free from stereotypes, respectful of cultures, religions, gender and 
identity, even in the absence of rigid models of reference.

* When everything seems concluded, the ending of the story always reveals 
something UNEXPECTED (the stories don’t end with a return to normality –
quite the opposite).

* Extremely funny both in the main text writing style and in the humorous 
comments alongside the main text, left by the protagonists, as if they’d read 
the book first. Perfect for the first readers.

 FIRST PUBLISHER: PLANETA (SPAIN), 2021 
SERIES: 4 TITLES PUBLISHED

JOHN DODO 

A DODO IS NEVER ALONE…
BECAUSE IT HAS SO MANY FRIENDS!
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4 / #HighReadability #GoingToSchool

Pierdomenico is a writer and journalist. 
His books have sold millions of copies worldwide and have been translated into over 30 languages.
Today he is considered one of the leading Italian children’s authors and the most widely translated abroad.

Wizard Wilkins doesn’t fight, he doesn’t have baddies who want to kill him, and he 
doesn’t want to take over the world.

He lives with his friend Andrea – a puppy – in a Shifted House, “shifted” in the sense 
that time in their garden has shifted by a season. 

If it’s Summer elsewhere, at the Shifted House it snows.

He has genius visions and ideas, but he’s a bungler and his spells often turn on him. 
Luckily, there’s Andrea who is precise, never messes up a spell (more or less…) and 
puts everything back in place.

* A simple and non-violent magic, that’s uproariously funny.

* A special friend to believe in and rely on when you’re in trouble.

Good fun magic for everyone!

 FIRST PUBLISHER: LISCIANI LIBRI (ITALY), 2021 
SERIES: 2 TITLES PUBLISHED

WIZARD WILKINS 
P.D. BACCALARIO
Illustrations: Gabriele Barroccu

MAGIC EXISTS, AND IT’S OFTEN 
“CATASTROPHICALLY” FUNNY

ADVENTURE,  
HUMOUR  

7+
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MONSTER SCHOOL
SABRINA GUIDORENI

N O N  M I  P I A C E  
A N D A R E  A  S C U O L A

E L E O N O R A  F O R N A S A R I

I l l u s t r a z i o n i  d i  F r a n c e s c a  C a r a b e l l i

INT_al_non_mi_piace_andare_a_scuola.indd   3INT_al_non_mi_piace_andare_a_scuola.indd   3 20/07/21   15:5420/07/21   15:54

S C U O L A 
D I  M O ST R I

S A B R I N A  G U I D O R E N I

I l l u s t r a z i o n i  d i  G i u l i a  B r a c e s c o

SCHOOL,  
EDUCATIONAL 7+

SCHOOL,  
EDUCATIONAL 7+

I DON’T LIKE GOING TO SCHOOL
ELEONORA FORNASARI

One day, as if by magic, Filippo wakes up and his 
dream has come true: no more school! It’s really 
super fantastic… or maybe not.

* Highlights the aspect of school linked to 
the future: school is a place of friendship 
and socialising, but it also allows us to re-
alise our future dreams. In short, if school 
didn’t exist, what would we do? At the end 
of the book, a follow-up section exploring 
school itself, its origin and some curiosities!

 FIRST PUBLISHER: MONDADORI (ITALY), 2021

It’s Gio’s first day at school and he’s a little bit 
scared. It’ll be okay, his dad says, but the school 
is chaotic – full of little monsters, with a wicked 
stepmother and an ogre! What is this school, 
anyway?

* The first day of school, fears that become 
monsters and a way to overcome them.

  FIRST PUBLISHER: MONDADORI (ITALY), 2021

4 / #HighReadability #GoingToSchool

WHAT IF THERE WERE  

NO SCHOOLS?
THE FIRST DAY OF SCHOOL  

CAN BE TRULY MONSTROUS.

Eleonora, as well as teaching at the Catholic University of Milan, is a writer of chil-
dren’s books, and an author and screenwriter for television. This is her first book for 
Mondadori.

Sabrina was born in Bologna where she still lives. She studied at Bottega Finzioni, and 
is a nursery school educator and tireless reader. This is her first book for Mondadori.
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158

che continuava a infilare pennelli e palline di carta 
nei ricci di Jojo.

– Piantala!
– Di fare cosa?   
Eugenio Lo Secchio, invece, era concentratissi-

mo su come calcolare l’esatta quantità di vernice 
da usare per ogni metro quadrato. Nessuno glielo 
aveva chiesto, ma lui lo stava calcolando lo stesso.

Peppo Ponzi, nel mentre, si era impadronito 
del rullo da pittore e dopo ben tre rullate aveva 
deciso di fare una pausa merenda.

8200-Interni.indd   1588200-Interni.indd   158 20/07/21   11:5020/07/21   11:50

4 / #HighReadability #GoingToSchool

If there’s one thing that terrifies Ubaldo, it’s the idea of going back to school. Yet 
here he is, behind the teacher’s desk, with fifteen little pairs of eyes staring at him, 
waiting for him to remember how to calculate a hypotenuse.

It’s all his friend Margherita’s fault for asking him to replace the maths teacher. And 
so, the once wimpy student now finds himself as an equally wimpy… teacher! How-
ever, it will only be for two weeks. What could possibly go wrong in two weeks? 

* A story that allows children to take a peek at the other side of the teacher’s desk 
to discover that even teachers can be scared, distracted, clumsy… just like them!

 FIRST PUBLISHER: PIEMME (ITALY), 2021

Giuseppe has was born and raised in the brilliant Sicilian sunshine, and trained in graphic design and creative 
writing in the Tuscan hills. Right now, he lives here and there (and somewhere else), and in the meantime he is 
having fun writing books for children and teenagers. As he loves to repeat (without being asked), writing and 
illustrating aren’t so very different: whether through pictures or words, it’s still storytelling.

UBALDO FOUR-EYES,  
ACCIDENTAL TEACHER 
GIUSEPPE D’ANNA

WHO SAID SCHOOL  
WAS A SERIOUS THING?

SCHOOL,  
EDUCATIONAL 7+
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DESTINATION SOLAR SYSTEM
VALENTINA GOZZI

MYSTERY,  
ADVENTURE 7+

MYSTERY,  
SCIENCE 7+

Matteo Francini

LA CASA AI CONFINI
DEL MONDO

Illustrazioni di Alessia Moretti

9788856682892_Francini_Casa.indd   39788856682892_Francini_Casa.indd   3 16/09/21   08:2716/09/21   08:27

79P E R  S A P E R N E  D I  P I Ù

ANIDRIDE CARBONICA  

Gas prodotto in natura 

necessario ai processi vitali 

di animali e piante. 

ANNO LUCE È la distanza 

percorsa dalla luce in un anno.  

La luce viaggia a circa 300.000 chilometri  

al secondo, in un anno percorre 

9.461 miliardi di chilometri. 

ASTEROIDE Oggetto roccioso  

e bitorzoluto che orbita 

attorno a una stella come  

il nostro Sole, ma troppo 

piccolo perché sia 

considerato un pianeta. 

per saperne dI pIù 

prontuarIo dI tutte le cose dIffIcIlI  
e noIose dell’unIverso 

INT_al_destinazione_sistema_solare.indd   79INT_al_destinazione_sistema_solare.indd   79 20/07/21   16:0220/07/21   16:02

THE HOUSE AT THE EDGE  
OF THE WORLD
MATTEO FRANCINI

Two fearless (well… almost) teenagers. A sum-
mer that started very badly. An imposing 
mountain that no one dares approach. A town 
perched on the top with its strange inhabitants. 
Old legends and superstitions. Is it really true, 
as the frightened people of that remote place 
claim, that beyond the Last House, behind the 
peak of the mountain, hides the end of the 
world? There’s only one way to find out: go and 
see for yourself. It’s not that easy, though. The 
only path leading there ends in nothingness 
and the only person who could know anything 
about it has decided not to talk to anyone any-
more. Then add to the mix a terrible storm and 
a mysterious disappearance…

 FIRST PUBLISHER: PIEMME (ITALY), 2021

Oscar, Azzurra and Andrea already know it: the 
trip to the Museum of Galactic History and Cul-
ture will be super duper boring and filled with 
endless hours of explanation. What they don’t 
expect, though, is to meet Professor Sirius, the 
most bizarre astronomer there is, who will take 
them to the Universe Simulation Room, where 
everything seems very real! Fasten your seat-
belts: we’re setting off on a journey… into space!

* Suitable for stimulating the curiosity of 
primary school children who are learning 
about Astronomy for the first time through 
the science programme.

  FIRST PUBLISHER:  
MONDADORI JUNIOR (ITALY), 2021

4 / #HighReadability #GoingToSchool

A LITTLE TOWN  
THAT CAME OUT OF NOWHERE, 

TWO TEENAGERS AND A BIG MYSTERY:
WHAT’S HIDING BEYOND THE HORIZON?

THE UNIVERSE IN A ROOM:  
THREE FRIENDS AND A FLAMINGO

TOGETHER ON THE MOST INCREDIBLE  
SPACE ADVENTURE

Matteo is a journalist with a passion for writing. He has participated and obtained 
recognition in various literary competitions, the latest being A Caccia di Storie, and 
this book is the result!

Valentina, born in Parma but Bolognese by adoption, has always been fascinated 
by the stars and the universe, so much so that she graduated in Astrophysics and 
Cosmology. She loves drawing and writing. This is her first book for Mondadori.
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A DARING ADVENTURE CAN 
CHANGE YOUR LIFE FOREVER

WHATEVER HAPPENS,  
STAY TOGETHER.

ADVENTURE 
11+

ADVENTURE 
11+

THE POCKET WATCH GANG
DAVIDE MOROSINOTTO

RED STARS
DAVIDE MOROSINOTTO

“Whatever happens, stay together,” their par-
ents tell them. But Nadia is assigned to train 
number 76, while Viktor must leave on train 
number 77.

* An epic adventure of separated twins try-
ing to find each other, set in an accurate 
historical reconstruction of the Leningrad 
blockade. The emotions jump out at the 
reader from the pages of the protagonists’ 
diary.

* Winner of the In Other Word BookTrust’s 
Book in Translation Award in London. Short-
listed for the Korney Chukovsky Award in 
Russia. Winner of the Zilveren Griffel in 
the Netherlands in 2021 and winner of the 
Penzberger Urmel Prize in Germany.

 FIRST PUBLISHER: MONDADORI (ITALY), 2017 
RIGHTS SOLD IN: GERMANY (THIENEMANN), 
FRANCE (L’ECOLE DES LOISIRS), UK (PUSHKIN), 
USA (PENGUIN RANDOM HOUSE), RUSSIA 
(PESHKOMBOOKS), NETHERLANDS AND BELGIUM 
(BAECKENS BOOKS), GALICIA (RINOCERONTE), 
SPAIN (SM)

Four friends, who couldn’t be more different, 
have two things in common: three dollars and a 
burning desire to see the world.

* “A tale of adventure, travel and escape. A 
coming-of-age story that rattles through a 
highly entertaining series of misunderstand-
ings and mysteries which are cleverly un-
ravelled in a talented piece of storytelling.”

* Winner of the Italian Andersen Prize 2017. 
Finalist at Deutscher Jugendliteraturpreis 
in Germany in 2018. Winner of the Prix des 
Bouquineurs en Seine in France and the Vlag 
and Wimpel in the Netherlands in 2019.

 FIRST PUBLISHER: MONDADORI (ITALY), 2016  
RIGHTS SOLD IN: GERMANY (THIENEMANN), 
SPAIN (PLANETA), FRANCE (L’ECOLE DES LOISIRS), 
DENMARK (JENSEN&DALGAARD), POLAND (DWIE 
SIOSTRY), RUSSIA (SAMOKAT), NETHERLANDS 
AND BELGIUM (BAECKENS BOOKS), CZECH 
REPUBLIC (DOBROVSKY), GALICIA (RINOCERONTE 
EDICIONES), JAPAN (IWASAKI SHOTEN), CATALONIA 
(VIENA EDICIONS), UCRAINA (NEBO BOOKS)

5 / #BreathtakingAdventure #UniqueFriendships  30 - TURN TO INDEX ›



Peru, 1986. In a Lima hospital, two children find an old diary and are fascinated by 
the drawing of a mysterious flower. 

An unexpected friendship and a journey of a thousand dangers are just about to 
begin!

* The discovery of life through the eyes of two twelve-year-olds who face a 
savage world hand in hand.

* An original and fresh style that makes the readers feel like protagonists in the 
story through voices, colours and sounds. 

* Shortlisted for the Zilveren Griffel in the Netherlands in 2021 and winner of 
the Grand Prix des Lectures du Journal de Mickey in France.

 FIRST PUBLISHER: MONDADORI (ITALY), 2019  
RIGHTS SOLD IN: GERMANY (THIENEMANN), NETHERLANDS  
AND BELGIUM (BAECKENS BOOKS), FRANCE (L’ECOLE DES LOISIRS)

“SHE TOOK HIM INTO THE WORLD, 

AND HE KEPT HER SAFE IN IT.”

ADVENTURE 
11+

5 / #BreathtakingAdventure #UniqueFriendships

THE LOST FLOWER  
OF THE SHAMAN OF K
AN EPIC JOURNEY FROM THE ANDES TO THE AMAZON

DAVIDE MOROSINOTTO
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THE SKY THIEF
CHRISTIAN HILL

ADVENTURE  
11+

ADVENTURE  
12+
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THE DESERT FOXES
PIERDOMENICO BACCALARIO

A code hidden in the first edition of The Little 
Prince, and an ancient secret. A forty-year-long 
treasure hunt that leads to a remote village in 
Corsica and the ramshackle Hotel Napoleon, 
where Morice and his family have just moved…

* Saint-Exupery and Roald Dahl, Rommel 
and a hidden submarine, secret passages 
and shady characters all come together in 
a plot full of surprises. 

* A story of friendship and courage, with a 
sense of adventure worthy of the Goonies.

* Finalist for the Strega Children’s Prize 2019 
and the Gigante delle Langhe 2019 and 
shortlisted in France for les Prix des Em-
bouquineurs 2021.

 FIRST PUBLISHER: MONDADORI (ITALY), 2018  
RIGHTS SOLD IN: SPAIN (EDEBE), ALBANIA 
(ALBAS), FRANCE (THIERRY MAGNIER),  
CHINA (TB PUBLISHING LIMITED)

In 1971, a man known as D.B. Cooper hijacked 
an American scheduled airline and demand-
ed $200,000 and a parachute be brought on 
board. Then, he left the plane. What did he do 
next? 

Thirty-five years later, a boy named Rusty meets 
an old man called Carter who shows him that 
“you always get a second chance…”

* Two stories packed with adventure, acts 
of bravery and humanity, woven together 
with narrative mastery. 

* A powerfully honest and moving story, with 
a surprising twist.

 FIRST PUBLISHER: RIZZOLI (ITALY), 2019  
RIGHTS SOLD IN: LITHUANIA (ALMA LITTERA)

THE BEST-HIDDEN,  

MOST CUNNING PLAN  

IN HISTORY

IT WAS DECISION TIME. 
IT WOULD TAKE A FEW SECONDS 

TO KNOW IF IT HAD WORKED. 
OR IF HE WAS GOING TO HIT THE 

GROUND AND DIE.
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COMING OF AGE 
STORY 9+

ADVENTURE  
10+

Elisa and her friends have no intention of giv-
ing up their fight to return their children – two 
wolf cubs found and raised in captivity – to the 
woods. They have taught them the law of the 
pack and want to give them a chance to run free.

* A compelling true story and the wonder of 
nature described in all its harshness.

* The love and fear that has bound humans 
and wolves for millennia.

* This story inspired a docufilm, which was re-
leased on the big screen in 2021 with the ti-
tle: Il Contatto.

 FIRST PUBLISHER: GARZANTI (ITALY), 2018 
RIGHTS SOLD IN: CZECH REPUBLIC 
(NAKLADATELSTVÍ KAZDA)

Lucio has always experienced the mountains 
with his eyes shut, and he sees things no-one 
else notices.

It is in the mountains that Lucio, who lost his 
sight as a young child, crosses paths with a 
baby eagle kidnapped by poachers. 

All seems lost. But the mountain hides many 
clues, which can reveal the truth to someone 
who knows how to listen for them – someone 
like Lucio.

* A story about diversity and the courage to 
accept it.

* Shortlisted for the Strega Children’s Prize 
2019.

 * Winner of the Japanese Government and 
Education Ministry Selection: Children’s 
summer reading 2020 (Kadaitosho).

 FIRST PUBLISHER: SALANI (ITALY), 2018 
RIGHTS SOLD IN: SPAIN (DUOMO EDICIONES), 
JAPAN (IWASAKI), KOREA (INORI), CHINA 
(GUANGXI NORMAL UNIVERSITY PRESS GROUP), 
TAIWAN (GLOBAL KIDS)

THE CHILDREN OF THE FOREST
GIUSEPPE FESTA

A HUNDRED STEPS TO FREEDOM 
GIUSEPPE FESTA

THE BREATH OF THE MOUNTAIN, 
THE COURAGE TO SPREAD YOUR WINGS.

THE ADVENTURE  
OF TWO WOLVES 

EXPERIENCING FREEDOM  
FOR THE FIRST TIME
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THE GARDEN OF WISHES
AZZURRA D’AGOSTINO

ADVENTURE  
10+

FANTASY  
10+

THE PHENOMENAL  
P.T. HELIODORE
GUIDO SGARDOLI

The first time P. T. Heliodore ever heard an an-
imal speak, he was ten years old. P. T. had an 
imagination as big as Connecticut. 

So, just as he knew animals could speak, he also 
knew his father was a king and that Alice had 
green hair, but not just any old green – as green 
as the tips of spring buds. And she could fly. Yes, 
Alice knew how to fly. She was the feather girl.

* A magical mix of poetic, surreal and dream-
like elements.

* An effortlessly direct writing style. The com-
bination of imagination and the paradoxical 
produces a compelling read that will be ir-
resistible to everyone who loved Roald Dahl 
and Charlie and the Chocolate Factory.

 FIRST PUBLISHER: PIEMME (ITALY), 2019  
RIGHTS SOLD IN: RUSSIA (SAMOKAT),  
FRANCE (BAYARD)

Nobody knows. But shooting stars are actual-
ly seeds. Once they reach the Earth, those little 
black stones we call meteorites can be gath-
ered, planted and cultivated. It’s hard, but with 
the right amount of care they will sprout. And 
their luminous, magical aura makes people’s 
dreams come true: it is the flower of wishes. 
Among the forests of the Apennines, there was 
a star-gardener who had learned how to take 
care of these delicate, sparkling plants; but after 
he died, the secret was lost. 

For a long time, the plants he had cultivated did 
not flower, and the wishes continued to sleep. 
But then Davide and Margherita came, and dis-
covered that managing people’s dreams is more 
difficult than you might think. But also much, 
much more adventurous…

* A star gardener never plants his own wish-
es. Selfishness and bad wishes compromise 
all the seeds.

* A hymn to the power of wishes, able to 
change the whole universe.

 FIRST PUBLISHER: DE AGOSTINI (ITALY), OCTOBER 2020

5 / #BreathtakingAdventure #UniqueFriendships

WELCOME TO THE WORLD’S  

GREATEST SHOW, 

THE TOTALLY TREMENDOUS  

THEATRE OF WONDER

YOUR WISHES  
CAN CHANGE  

THE UNIVERSE

Azzurra has published various poetry collections, earning her countless prizes and 
awards, including the Carducci Prize in 2014. Since 2005, she has written for theatre 
and worked on writing and poetry workshops for adults and children. The Garden of 
Wishes is her fantastic and poetic debut in children’s literature.
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#MindBlowingStories

#ShockingTwists

66



BEBLADE AND HER TEAM
PIERDOMENICO BACCALARIO

MAGICAL 
REALISM 

10+

FANTASY,  
DIVERSITY 11+

ALICE STAYS AT HOME
MANLIO CASTAGNA & MARCO PONTI

Alice Lai is fifteen when schools close down and 
she is forced to stay at home, like everyone else, 
to protect herself from the ferocity of the most 
contagious virus ever known. No-one can go out 
except in extreme cases of necessity.

But she has a different problem: her life is in 
turmoil. Her family is crumbling apart, love is 
incomprehensible, and above all, something 
crazy, amazing and inexplicable is happening: 
she seems to be sprouting wings from her back. 
Real wings, the ones that let you fly!

* Winner of Wattys2020 best Young Adult 
story on Wattpad Italy.

* A topical story, about lockdown as it hap-
pened, using a fresh style and a sprinkling 
of imagination, giving the narrative an 
original, mysterious flavour. A finely drawn 
female protagonist and an extraordinary 
grandfather figure.

 FIRST PUBLISHER: MONDADORI (ITALY),  
MARCH 2021

Mia is fifteen and has always loved a challenge. 
“Call me when you’re ready,” the man with the 
green hat said. So she did. Mia is now in a strange 
place, involved in a bloody battle between Hunt-
ers and Prey.

* Bebe Vio, an Italian champion wheelchair 
fencer – who won an incredible gold med-
al at the Rio 2016 Paralympics and Tokyo 
2020 – emerges as the protagonist and 
model of willpower in this heart-stopping 
adventure.

* Heart and courage make the impossible 
possible. 

 FIRSTPUBLISHER: PIEMME (ITALY), 2018

6/ #MindBlowingStories #ShockingTwists

THIS IS NOT ONLY A NOVEL,  

IT’S REAL LIFE.

WHEREVER YOU GO,  

A BATTLE AWAITS.

Marco is a director and screenwriter. His films include the cult movie Santa Maradona 
(winner of two David di Donatello awards) and the very popular Io che amo solo te and 
La Cena di Natale. In 2019, he published his first novel, Ombre che camminano (Salani).
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THE GREYS
GUIDO SGARDOLI

SCI-FI  
12+

SCI-FI  
10+

ANOMALYA
GUIDO SGARDOLI

What if we could go back in time and finally take 
control of our future?

Paris 2070: Jacques and Claire meet after many 
years. Jacques, a taxi-driver disillusioned with 
life, is working on his sixty-fourth birthday. 
Claire is a famous scientist, without a family or 
any other interests. They spent their summers 
together as teenagers, but their lives have not 
turned out as they had imagined. Clare knows 
that in a certain place, there is a hidden worm-
hole, an anomaly that makes it possible to go 
back in time. First Jacques, and then Claire, will 
cross the threshold and find themselves fifty 
years in the past. Will they manage to change 
the future and “save” themselves?

* Adventure, science fiction, time travel and 
alternative realities in a profound and ex-
citing coming-of-age story.

* Inserted in the Italian IBBY HONOUR LIST 
2021.

 FIRST PUBLISHER: GIUNTI (ITALY), OCTOBER 2020

The idea of a father-and-son holiday in the 
mountains wouldn’t be all that bad, if his father 
wasn’t obsessed with… hunting for aliens.

Which don’t exist, of course! Things change when 
Angelo meets Claudia. With her, everything is 
perfect. But then Angelo and Claudia find a gi-
gantic silver egg in the woods. An egg that is no 
ordinary egg… What if his father wasn’t crazy 
after all?

* As intriguing as The Tommyknockers, as 
adrenaline-fuelled as Stranger Things, and 
as nostalgic as Back to the Future and The 
Goonies.

* Inserted in the Italian IBBY HONOUR LIST 
2021.

 FIRST PUBLISHER: DEA PLANETA (ITALY), 2019

6/ #MindBlowingStories #ShockingTwists

THE FUTURE  
IS IN YOUR HANDS

WE ARE NOT 
ALONE
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I AM JAI
CHRISTIAN HILL

ADVENTURE  
10+

THRILLER  
12+

6/ #MindBlowingStories #ShockingTwists

This is the story of a girl called Blu and her four 
friends: Abel, Tilly, Cameron and Luka.

Abel has always been Blu’s best friend; Tilly lives 
in another city but is constantly video calling 
her; Cameron is American and has just arrived 
in town; and Luka doesn’t remember how he 
got there, but has superhuman strength and is 
invisible.

* A tale of courage, adventure and friendship 
that thwarts challenges and overcomes the 
fear of the other.

* Elements of adventure, fantasy and com-
ing-of-age writing with echoes of the big 
screen.

* Shortlisted for The Strega Children’s Prize 
2020. 

 FIRST PUBLISHER: RIZZOLI (ITALY), 2019  
RIGHTS SOLD IN: FRANCE (L’ECOLE DES LOISIRS)

Lucia and her two friends are young YouTubers 
with a passion for videogames. Inside a game 
called Hoardalya they meet a mysterious boy 
called Jai who shares their passion. Through 
him they learn that their favourite YouTuber, 
RF, has been killed. Jai persuades them to join 
in a new investigative game and look into RF’s 
disappearance. But the mystery spills over from 
the virtual world into real life: searching for de-
finitive answers, the three youngsters organise 
an expedition to the home of the programmer 
responsible for Hoardalya and Real Mysteries. 
And find real trouble.

* The book hovers between reality and virtu-
al universes, taking place in an environment 
where they all exist, with equal dignity and 
importance.

 FIRST PUBLISHER: RIZZOLI (ITALY), 2020

THE STORY OF HOW BLU MET LUKA 
AND WHAT HAPPENED NEXT

ON THE BORDER BETWEEN THE 
REAL AND VIRTUAL WORLDS, 

WHERE FRIENDSHIP IS JUST ONE OF 
THE MYSTERIES TO BE SOLVED.

THE YOU
DAVIDE MOROSINOTTO
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SILVER MOUNTAIN
LUIGI FALORNI

MYSTERY 
12+

MYSTERY 
10+

THE STONES OF LEVERMOIR
GUIDO SGARDOLI

A circle of stones with dark powers, a wind-bat-
tered island and a boy looking for answers. A 
high-octane escalation of events and a compel-
ling tale that will grab the reader from the first 
page. A must for Stephen King fans.

* A small village with a gloomy and mysteri-
ous background, old grudges and a feeling 
of constant danger worthy of David Lynch. 
But also, a tale of adventure and friendship.

* Strega Children’s Prize 2019 winner.

 FIRST PUBLISHER: PIEMME (ITALY), 2017 
RIGHTS SOLD IN: POLAND (AKAPIT), CZECH 
REPUBLIC (BOOKMEDIA) 
TV RIGHTS OPTIONED

Carla, thirteen, has just lost her mother when 
her father, a mining engineer, takes her with 
him to the Bolivian Andes. With its red quinoa 
fields and the dusty homes of the miners, Po-
tosí could not be more different from New York. 
And it doesn’t help that she ends up sitting next 
to silent Juan, who draws dragons and smells 
of sulphur and poverty. But she is intrigued by 
the legends of Cerro Rico, the mountain with its 
veins of silver, where a god is said to imprison the 
souls of the dead. And Silver Mountain will bring 
the two youngsters together in a desperate and 
dangerous adventure, where the boundary be-
tween life and death is very narrow indeed.

* From Oscar nominee Luigi Falorni. 

* Mystery, suspense and a strong friendship 
between two youngsters ready to do any-
thing to make their wishes come true, in-
cluding making a pact with the dreaded El 
Tío: a mythological figure with the appear-
ance of a demon, who offers protection 
to the miners in exchange for their souls, 
which he imprisons in the mountains. 

* TV rights sold, in production. 

 FIRST PUBLISHER: PIEMME (ITALY), 2020

6/ #MindBlowingStories #ShockingTwists

THERE’S SOMETHING HAPPENING 

ON THIS ISLAND… SOMETHING AWFUL.

IN THE END, BILLIONS  

OF PEOPLE AROUND THE WORLD 

BELIEVED IN LIFE AFTER DEATH.

COULD SO MANY PEOPLE  

HAVE GOT IT WRONG?

Luigi, born in Florence, studied at the Munich film school and graduated with the 
documentary La storia del cammello che piange, later nominated for an Oscar. Silver 
Mountain is his first novel.
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BEWARE OF WOLVES
DAVIDE MOROSINOTTO
& PIERDOMENICO BACCALARIO

MYSTERY 
10+ SCARY TALES  

10+

THE SEVEN SCARIEST 

STORIES BY THE 

BROTHERS GRIMM

THE EVIL TWENTY
MANLIO CASTAGNA

Twenty original stories in one book that promis-
es to recreate the exact moment when twenty 
great villains from literature – such as Dracula, 
the Bogeyman, Mr Hyde, Captain Hook, Cthulhu, 
the Wicked Witch of the West, Snow White’s 
stepmother, and the demon Lilith – felt the 
flower of evil bloom inside, transforming them 
into the most disturbing dark figures of all time.

* The greatest villains of all time describe 
how the evil began.

* A complete overview of imaginary evil to 
save us from the evil in the real world.

* Multifaceted characters to help us better un-
derstand both them and, perhaps, ourselves. 

* Beautiful illustrations by Paolo Barbieri, con-
sidered one of the greatest Italian fantasy 
illustrators. He has illustrated the covers of 
authors like Wilbur Smith, Michael Crichton, 
Ursula K. Le Guin, Cornelia Funke, Umberto 
Eco, Herbie Brennan and Licia Troisi.

 FIRST PUBLISHER: MONDADORI (ITALY), 2020

“Fairy tales are not for children… Fairy tales are 
scary and fill your head with questions. Fairy 
tales have teeth. They bite…”

* A contemporary take on the great classics, 
penned by two “masters” of contemporary 
writing for children, told from the protago-
nist’s point of view.

 FIRST PUBLISHER: DEA PLANETA (ITALY), 2018

6/ #MindBlowingStories #ShockingTwists

WHAT WOULD THE 

STORIES WE LOVE BE 

WITHOUT THE VILLAINS?
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#GrowingUpStories

#HistoricalBackground

77



THE BLACK COUNTRY
STEFANO GARZARO

Turin, present day: since the Party won the elections, Italy has plunged into a terri-
ble dictatorship, complete with secret police and forced labour camps.

The Resistance seems only a legend, until Marta, Paolo and the other children of 
the Clique meet Günther, the elderly neighbour who grew up in Germany during 
the Nazi era.

Among the pages of his diary, they discover the story of Sophie and Hans Scholl, 
and the children of the White Rose, the students who opposed the Nazi barbarism 
with all their might.

The children of the Clique understand that the past can rekindle the desire to 
believe in freedom. And they find the courage to fight, all together, to get it back. 

* On the centenary of Sophie Scholl’s birth, Stefano Garzaro revisits the genre 
of alternative history with an original and compelling novel, closely linked to 
a past not to be forgotten and a future not to be allowed.

* “Here is history. The eternal struggle between good and bad. Here “The black 
country”, with its mighty load of truth.” (Fabio Geda)

 FIRST PUBLISHER: PIEMME (ITALY), 2021

7 / #GrowingUpStories #HistoricalBackground

Stefano was born in Turin, where he lives. He worked in school publishing and today dedicates himself to fiction and historical research. He has published essays and novels, inclu-
ding the children’s books Geppe il brigante (Einaudi Ragazzi) and the collection of short stories O bella ciao (Piemme) written together with Lucia Vaccarino.

HISTORIC,  
DYSTOPIAN 11+
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COURAGE, WAR, FRIENDSHIP.WHEN YOU’RE READY TO SACRIFICE EVERYTHING, EVEN YOUR OWN LIFE, FOR LOVE AND FREEDOM.

Fifteen-year-old Astolfo, the descendent of an aristocratic Piedmontese family, 
finds himself in a world overturned by the apparent end of the Second World War 
and the beginning of the Nazi occupation. Sides have to be chosen quickly, and 
Astolfo and his family choose the side of the rebels. 

But the support his family offers the nearby band of partisans is transformed over 
the months into an increasingly active participation which brings the war inside 
their home, driving Astolfo to take up arms in order to defend their freedom.

In a rapid succession of fast-paced action and page-turning cliffhangers, we follow 
the adventures of Astolfo and his companions through to the Liberation on the 
25th of April. 

* A direct, powerful, rock’n’roll narrative style.

* A gateway for boys and girls to understand history, bringing the readers 
closer to the past through an adventure of contemporary flavour.

* The book is freely drawn from the historical essay The Perfect Resistance by 
Giovanni De Luna.

 FIRST PUBLISHER: FELTRINELLI (ITALY), APRIL 2021

7 / #GrowingUpStories #HistoricalBackground

COMING OF AGE 
11+

R - REBELS, RESISTANCE, ROCK’N’ROLL
MARCO PONTI & CHRISTIAN HILL
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ZELDA
THE SECRET OF THE RED ROBIN

ELISA PURICELLI GUERRA

7 / #GrowingUpStories #HistoricalBackground

Elisa was born in Milan and spent several years in London, which she considers as her literary homeland. She studied Medieval History, but 
just when she was sure she wanted to become a librarian, she discovered children’s literature in 1998 and has never looked back. An insa-
tiable reader with a huge passion for theatre, she has worked for years as an editor, translator and writer. She has published several novels 
featuring brilliant red-haired girls in whom we can all find something of ourselves, however little.

ADVENTURE  
11+

1911, Belle Époque. The new century offers wonderful opportunities. Too bad that 
Zelda – twelve years old, restless, and intolerant of politeness – is confined in a sort 
of prison! Her house is a damp, gloomy fortress, perched like a raven on top of a 
Tuscan hill. And then there’s her ball and chain – her family…

She is almost resigned to suffering the Anonymous Fate of Minors and ending up 
in the horrible Forgotten Place, where drab little girls without courage disappear, 
when she finds a secret diary in the library…

There’s nothing for it but to take on the role of detective and embark on an amaz-
ing adventure!

* Atmospheric and introspective with unforgettable, finely drawn characters. 

* Discoveries, emotions and dreams that all readers on the brink of adoles-
cence can relate to.

* A perfect blend of action and mystery in a fresh and immediate style, with 
the history of Italy in the background.

* Inserted in the Italian IBBY HONOUR LIST 2021.

 FIRST PUBLISHER: SALANI (ITALY), 2020 A BRAVE GIRL LOOKS FOR ADVENTURE  

IN A DOWNTON ABBEY-STYLE MYSTERY
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THE JUNE REBELS
CHRISTIAN ANTONINI

COMING OF AGE 
STORY 10+

COMING OF AGE 
STORY 10+

THE BERLIN OFFSIDE
CHRISTIAN ANTONINI

Every afternoon, in a small square in Berlin, eight 
children get together to play a football tourna-
ment. But a wall, raised between East and West 
the night before the final, separates the two 
teams forever. 

The winner will never be decided… or will it? 
There is still a chance to play one last, memo-
rable game.

* A story of adventure and rebellion, set 
against the iron curtain that split Germany 
in two.

* World history seen through the eyes of 
children, for whom there are no such things 
as barriers and divisions, only obstacles to 
overcome.

* Finalist for the Bancarellino Children’s Prize 
and winner of Il Gigante delle Langhe in 
2017.

 FIRST PUBLISHER: GIUNTI (ITALY), 2018 
TV RIGHTS OPTIONED

Bordeaux, June 1940. Between running across 
rooftops and making deals doing favours, rebel-
lious teenager Marian befriends the Portuguese 
consul Aristides Sousa Mendez. One day, Marian 
meets Arielle, a Jewish girl who needs to get 
to the Portuguese consulate to apply for a visa 
to leave France. Nothing will ever be the same 
again, with Marian risking his life to do the right 
thing.

* An adventure, action novel based on the 
true story of Aristides Sousa Mendes, 
Righteous Among the Nations, who saved 
the lives of 30,000 people.

* Finalist for the Gigante delle Langhe Chil-
dren’s Prize 2020.

 FIRST PUBLISHER: GIUNTI (ITALY), 2019

SOMETIMES A GAME  

CAN CHANGE THE WORLD

THE FASCINATION OF HIDING DOESN’T AMOUNT  
TO MUCH COMPARED TO THE MYSTERY OF COURAGE,  

ESPECIALLY COURAGE ON BEHALF OF OTHERS.  
Shlomo Breznit, Memory Fields
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WORDS IN THE WIND
CHRISTIAN ANTONINI

ADVENTURE  
10+

COMING OF AGE 
STORY 11+

A LETTER WITH PIGTAILS
CHRISTIAN ANTONINI

1914: Johanna, the daughter of a railway engi-
neer in Mexico City, must go and see her mother 
in Texas. To keep her safe, her father decides 
to put a stamp on her and send her in a postal 
carriage. A long journey awaits, full of weird and 
wonderful encounters – including one with Pan-
cho Villa himself.

* Emotions, conspiracies and secrets all 
wound up in an enormous adventure.

* Touches on the theme of travel and the 
coming-of-age of a spirited, determined 
young girl.

 FIRST PUBLISHER: GIUNTI (ITALY), 2018 
RIGHTS SOLD IN: BELGIUM AND NETHERLANDS  
(LA ZETA)

Kentucky, 1935. Lucy May is almost fifteen. She 
loves to read and ride free with her mare, Moon 
Breeze. When their future appears to be under 
threat, they run away. Spurred on by chance 
encounters with Peter and three mysterious 
girls on horseback, she gallops away, long hair 
blowing in the wind, to protect herself and her 
future. Her love of reading and the “power of 
words” will be her salvation.

* Action, adventure and the courage to be 
yourself.

* A unique friendship between a girl and her 
mare and the overwhelming strength it 
brings her.

 FIRST PUBLISHER: GIUNTI (ITALY), 2020

ON THE TRAIN HOME, 
STAMPED LIKE A LETTER, 

HEADING FOR ADVENTURE. WORDS ARE YOUR LIFE’S  
MAGIC TOOLS… 

THEY BUILD AND DESTROY,  
SHAPE AND DESIGN.
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#BingeRead  

#CaptivatingSeries 

88



In the heart of Florence, a mysterious door leads to the top of a tower where Mer-
cury lives: an old man with a long nose and thin fingers. Knocking on his door is a 
bold, very curious young girl called Nina.

What does this strange character want with her?

Without hesitating, Nina bravely accepts the dangerous mission Mercury proposes: 
to discover and solve the hidden mysteries of the art world! But she won’t be going 
alone: her inseparable best friends Jamal and Lorenzo will join her on the adventure.

On a stormy night, the three teenagers will find themselves travelling through time, 
ending up in the era of the great masters of Italian art.

Amid intrigue, hidden dangers, and plot twists, they’ll spend time with the greatest 
painters and sculptors of all time – and they’ll have to solve dark mysteries before 
they can go home.

The series combines adventure, mystery and time travel. Nina, Jamal, and Lorenzo 
will find themselves catapulted into 14th, 15th and 16th century Italy – and the 
reader will go with them, to relive a period populated by the greatest artists.

* A series of exciting adventures, with plot twists and great mysteries, con-
structed around close encounters with the great masters of Italian art, por-
trayed at the peak of their activity, while they are completing one of the 
works that will forever leave its mark on the history of art.

* From Giorgione to Michelangelo, Leonardo, Artemisia Gentileschi and Giotto, 
the protagonist of each book is a great artist and his/her work.

 FIRST PUBLISHER: EMONS (ITALY), 2020-2021 
SERIES OF 8 TITLES, 5 PUBLISHED

EXTRAORDINARY JOURNEYS  
IN THE SECRETS OF ART

MYSTERY 10+
THE MERCURY MYSTERIES
PIERDOMENICO BACCALARIO, DANIELE NICASTRO, 
MANLIO CASTAGNA, DAVIDE MOROSINOTTO,  
GIADA PAVESI
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WHEN ART BECOMES A MYSTERY,  

THREE YOUNG PAINTERS 

TURN THEIR HANDS TO SOLVING  

CRIMES AND MURDERS.

8 / #BingeRead #CaptivatingSeries

THE INTRIGUES 
PIERDOMENICO BACCALARIO  
& ALESSANDRO GATTI 

The adventures of a family of spies 
dating back for generations. Discreet 
cloak and dagger services since 1366!

* A series with the perfect mix of 
humour, adventure and intrigue!

* Storytelling that fizzes off the 
page, appealing to even the 
most reluctant of readers.

 ILLUSTRATOR: TOMMASO RONDA 
FIRST PUBLISHER: PIEMME (ITALY), 
2018 
RIGHTS SOLD IN: SPAIN (EDEBE), 
POLAND (RELACJA), GREECE 
(DIOPTRA), FRANCE (HACHETTE), 
RUSSIA (AST)  
SERIES: 3 TITLES PUBLISHED

SPY STORY 
9+

WELCOME TO A HOUSEFUL 
OF INTRIGUES WHERE MYSTERY  

IS A FAMILY AFFAIR!

PARIS NOIR
GUIDO SGARDOLI & PIERDOMENICO BACCALARIO

Paris, 1856. Rebellious troublemaker Claude 
(Monet), Pierre (Renoir), who doesn’t have two 
pennies to rub together, and Berthe (Morisot), an 
aspiring female painter in a world of male art-
ists, are hungry for life and still trying to find their 
style when they first meet outside the studio of 
maestro Maurice Arnaud. But on the other side of 
the door, the teacher is lying on the floor among 
his paintbrushes, having died in mysterious cir-
cumstances while working on his last painting, a 
self-portrait. 

From that moment on, the three youngsters, who 
will grow up to become the great Impressionists, 
find themselves caught up in the most incredible 
adventure ever, which will mark the beginning of 
an unbreakable friendship.

* A series of cases linked to the world of 
art, Bohemian artists, and what the three 
of them (and other friends like Cézanne, 
Manet – who Berthe will marry – Gauguin, 
Toulouse-Lautrec) will become: impres-
sionist painters.

* In each book, one of their paintings echoes 
or is particularly linked to the adventure told 
in the story. 

 FIRST PUBLISHER: PIEMME (ITALY), 2020-2021 
SERIES: 3 TITLES PUBLISHED

ADVENTURE  
10+
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Igor is a Chief Commissioner of the Penitentiary Police, while Paola is a support 
teacher in primary schools.
Partners both in life and in writing, and screenwriters of animated cartoons, their 
books have been published in several countries.

THE ANTI-BULLYING LEAGUE
IGOR DE AMICIS & PAOLA LUCIANI

THE MOST INTREPID SECRET  

SOCIETY SET TO FIGHT (AND BEAT!)  

THE PLANET’S BULLIES

Do they scribble on your books with indelible ink? Steal your sandwiches at lunch 
time?

Never fear: racing to the rescue with cunning, courage and a few resounding slaps, 
it’s the A.B.L: THE ANTI-BULLYING LEAGUE.

Bullies around the world, beware: better be on your way… right now!

* Fun and adventurous stories that deal with bullying in a light-hearted, easy-
going style. 

* The group and their friendship provide the strength to face misfortune with 
courage.

 FIRST PUBLISHER: EDIZIONI LAPIS (ITALY), 2020 
SERIES: 6 TITLES PUBLISHED 

ADVENTURE,  
HUMOUR 8+

 50 - TURN TO INDEX ›



A class of quick-witted, quirky kids and a headmaster who will give you the 
heebie-jeebies.

* A series penned with irresistible gusto by Book on a Tree’s popular 
children’s authors!

* A dazzling array of tricks, gadgets and pranks, not to mention a barrel 
of laughs!

 ILLUSTRATOR: LAURA RE – ART DIRECTOR: DAVIDE CALÌ 
FIRST PUBLISHER: EDIZIONI LAPIS (ITALY), 2016  
RIGHTS SOLD IN: GREECE (DIOPTRA), TURKEY (KITAPCI) 
SERIES: 22 TITLES PUBLISHED

At Charles Darwin primary school, Operation 
Greyness is underway. Lord Soporiferus and the 
new headteacher, Darth Water, are on a mission 
to conquer schools across the planet. Luckily, 
the Fetid Four are here – brave fighters of Ter-
minal Boredom!

* Stories that poke fun at everyday school 
situations, canteen food, teachers, PE and 
things every child can identify with.

* Featuring Captain Armpit and his Perspira-
tion-power, the Legendary FRRP! and his 
Fart-power, Lady Snot and her Bogey-pow-
er, and Belchman and his Eructa-dynamism.

 FIRST PUBLISHER: PIEMME (ITALY), 2018 
SERIES: 2 TITLES PUBLISHED

HUMOUR,  
SUPERHERO 7+

HUMOUR 7+

THE GIGGLEGANG
L. RULFO, L. VACCARINO, A. GATTI, D. CALÌ,  
S. ROSSI, G. DANILI, D. MOROSINOTTO, D. NICASTRO,  
P. BACCALARIO, T. PERCIVALE, G. SGARDOLI,  
L. ALTOMONTE, J. MOTTOLA, E. PURICELLI GUERRA

THE FETID FOUR
D.S. GUSTING

MAY THE FARTS BE WITH YOU!

8 / #BingeRead #CaptivatingSeries

THE SCHOOL YOU ALWAYS DREAMED OF!
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MAGIC EXISTS. IT’S HIGHLY SECRET 
YET IT’S RIGHT BEFORE OUR EYES.

WE JUST HAVE TO BE BRAVE
ENOUGH TO SEE IT.

THE WIZARDS ERRANT
PIERDOMENICO BACCALARIO 

GHOST AGENCY
PIERDOMENICO BACCALARIO  
& ALESSANDRO GATTI

ADVENTURE  
10+

HUMOUR 8+

THE MOST RAMSHACKLE  
GHOST AGENCY ON THE PLANET!

Magic exists, hidden away in the world we know, 
and the people who practice it live amongst us, 
people you would least expect. 

Every four years, the eighteen schools of witch-
craft and wizardry compete against each other 
in a tournament to select the King of the World. 
But outside of that are the Wizards Errant, the 
unschooled, the street witches and wizards, 
those with no teachers, only intuition and talent. 
They are greatly feared by the other witches and 
wizards because of an ancient prophecy… This is 
their story.

* Magic as it has never been told before. The 
greatest mysteries and the strongest tal-
ents are on the streets.

* Unsuspecting aspiring wizards accompany 
the reader on a unique journey to discover 
what makes each of us special.

 FIRST PUBLISHER: PIEMME (ITALY), 2019-2020  
SERIES: 3 TITLES PUBLISHED

Looking for a ghost to haunt a castle? In need 
of an apparition to make an impression? Want 
a Poltergeist to liven up a party? The Williard 
Moogley ghost agency has everything you need!

* Funny, irreverent and capricious ghosts, 
vain old souls who love being the centre 
of attention again, and willingly rely on an 
agent to get them there, just like the artists 
of the entertainment world.

* Its totally eccentric manager, Will, is a bony 
kid with a long black fringe, jeans and bas-
ketball shoes. He has no family, but two 
inseparable friends: Tupper and the en-
chanting Susan. Then there’s also Uncle 
Alvin, now passed on to a better life but 
always ready to join in if called on by his 
nephew.

 FIRST PUBLISHER: PIEMME (ITALY), 2020 
SERIES: 4 TITLES PUBLISHED
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Incredible, epic stories, spanning all of history, and ranging around the world, bringing 
excitement, suspense and mystery, with a healthy dose of laughter!

* A sophisticated editorial product with exquisite cover artwork, old-style maps, com-
parative chronological tables and short profiles of the historical figures mentioned.

* An original series of adventure books written by Italy’s bestselling children’s authors.

 FIRST PUBLISHER: SOLFERINO (ITALY), 2018-2020 
RIGHTS SOLD IN: GREECE (METAIXMIO) 
SERIES: 20 TITLES PUBLISHED: 1. HERE COME THE HOOD BROTHERS, GUIDO SGARDOLI / 2. BLACK 
POWDER, MIRIAM DUBINI / 3. THE TERRIBLE TESTAMENT OF JEREMY HOPPERTON, DAVIDE 
MOROSINOTTO / 4. THE RETURN OF THE TSAR, PIERDOMENICO BACCALARIO / 5. THE MYSTERIOUS 
VIKING, SABINA COLLOREDO / 6. THE PIRATE QUEEN, EDUARDO JAUREGUI / 7. THE ROUTE OF 
THE ANDES, CHRISTIAN HILL / 8. HIRO OF THE MONKEYS, GIUSEPPE FESTA / 9. BATTLE NAME 
MADGA, ANDREA PAU / 10. RICO THE BRAVE, LUISA MATTIA / 11. THE WITCH OF LOCH LIATH, 
SILVIA RONCAGLIA / 12. JOURNEY TO THE FORBIDDEN CITY, ELISA PURICELLI GUERRA / 13. THE 
YOUNG SAMURAI, IGOR DE AMICIS & PAOLA LUCIANI / 14. THE MYSTERY OF THE ULDA, DANIELE 
NICASTRO / 15. LENA, MOUNTAIN ANCHOVY, MARCO MAGNONE / 16. THE SUMATRA EMERALDS, 
CHRISTIAN ANTONINI / 17. THE STRAYS OF KLONDIKE, SARAH ROSSI & TOMMASO PERCIVALE / 
18. THE BLACKBIRD SINGS FREE, ANDREA T. CANOBBIO & ALESSANDRO GATTI / 19. FRANCES 
FARMER’S REVENGE, LUCIA VACCARINO / 20. DISAPPEARANCE ON ICE, GIULIA GUBELLINI

THE CORSAIRS
BY ITALY’S BESTSELLING CHILDREN’S AUTHORS

A SERIES FOR ADVENTURE-SEEKERS! SMALL IN SIZE, BIG ON ADVENTURE!ADVENTURE 
8+
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BLANCHE
ANGÉLIQUE CHEVALIER

ADVENTURE 
8+

SPY STORY  
9+
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THE MOST WONDERFUL STORY 
EVER WRITTEN
EDWARD BERRY

The contents have mysteriously vanished from a 
new children’s book, while bizarre new charac-
ters and objects have appeared in old classics, 
ruining these beloved stories.

* A fascinating, action-packed adventure which 
celebrates the vital importance of storytelling.

* A tribute to the timeless tales that have fired 
up children’s imaginations for generations. 

 ILLUSTRATOR: STEFANO TURCONI 
FIRST PUBLISHER: LA GALERA (SPAIN), 2015 
RIGHTS SOLD IN: SPAIN (LA GALERA), FRANCE 
(FLAMMARION JEUNESSE), GERMANY (TIELE 
VERLAG), ITALY (GIUNTI), TURKEY (DOMINGO 
PUBLISHING), PORTUGAL (EDITORIAL PRESENCA), 
GREECE (METAIXMIO) 
SERIES: 5 TITLES PUBLISHED: 1. THE LOST BOOK 
/ 2. THE FOUR AND A HALF MUSKETEERS / 3. 
DON QUIXOTE AND THE DRAGON / 4. ALICE IN 
BORINGLAND / 5. PINOCCHIO, KING OF THIEVES

1633. The French Royal Court. There’s a quick-wit-
ted girl moving around the halls of the Louvre: 
it’s Blanche De La Fere, lady-in-waiting to Queen 
Anne and brave-hearted spy, not to mention able 
swordswoman at the headquarters of D’Artag-
nan’s musketeers! Fourteen-year-old Blanche 
has a rebellious heart and will stop at nothing to 
protect her queen from court intrigue…

* Subterfuges, chases, duels, pursuits across 
city rooftops… as well as grand balls, secret 
messages and fluttering hearts.

* A modern adventure with plenty of thrills, 
telling of a courageous young girl who 
fights with both head and heart, and picks 
roses as lightly as she handles a sword.

 FIRST PUBLISHER: PIEMME (ITALY), 2018  
RIGHTS SOLD IN: FRANCE (POCKET JEUNESSE) 
SERIES: 3 TITLES PUBLISHED

DIVE INTO THE PAGES  
OF YOUR FAVOURITE NOVELS

A SPY IN THE FRENCH COURT.
BY NIGHT SHE RIDES AND ENGAGES IN SWORD FIGHTS. 

BY DAY SHE ATTENDS LESSONS IN DANCE AND ETIQUETTE.

History books cite three Angélique Chevaliers who, between the late 1600s and late 
1800s, printed a variety of short publications in Reims, near Paris. It was believed 
that the name Angélique was passed down through generations or was, perhaps, a 
nom de plume. This led to the suspicion that at least one of the three may have been 
a lady in the French king’s court, an aspiring swordswoman, a lady-in-waiting, Queen 
Anne of Austria’s personal spy. All excellent reasons, we think, for hiding your identity.
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What does growing up mean? There is no specific moment, but a collection of ex-
periences and opportunities that accompany us through this delicate and exciting 
transition. Growing up means going to school, and perhaps meeting a great life 
teacher, following your dreams but also facing countless problems. 

It means exploring love and discovering that our imagination never leaves us, we 
just have to keep nurturing it. 

For each of these moments, there is at least one film ready to lend a hand and tell 
its story, help us reflect and somehow build our own story.

From Harry Potter to Moonrise Kingdom, via Elephant or Pan’s Labyrinth. 116 films 
skilfully told, accompanied by iconic illustrations, enriched with countless fun facts 
and contributions by actors and directors. 

* It strikes a perfect balance between blockbusters, mainstream films, indie 
gems, high- and pop- culture films. 

* Beautiful original illustrations by Alessandro Ventrella.

* Opinions and anecdotes from film-makers interviewed for the occasion. Di-
vided by themes, age groups, hashtags, to help find the right film. 

 FIRST PUBLISHER: MONDADORI (ITALY), 2021 
RIGHTS SOLD IN: KOREA (BOOK’S HILL PUBLISHING)

THE BOOK TO HELP YOU FIND THE RIGHT FILM  

AT THE RIGHT TIME. THE DEFINITIVE GUIDE TO INDISPENSABLE 

FILMS FOR YOUNGSTERS. AND THEIR FAMILIES!

9 / #NonFiction #FactualMadeFunAndEducational

116 FILMS TO WATCH   
BEFORE YOU’RE 16
MANLIO CASTAGNA

FILM 
MANUAL 12+
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“15 Questions” is a non-fiction series the likes of which you’ve 
never seen before, one that’s ideal for just such an audience.

It includes 15 volumes, each of which features 15 questions 
to help familiarise pre-teens with some of today’s most im-
portant subjects. The use of straightforward yet entertain-
ing text interspersed with graphics, cartoons, numbers and 
more lets kids have fun as they take in key concepts. 

 FIRST PUBLISHER: IL CASTORO (ITALY) 
RIGHTS SOLD IN: UKRAINE, SLOVENIA, TURKEY, JAPAN 
15 VOLUMES, 2021-2023: 5 VOLUMES/YEAR

15 QUESTIONS  
TO THINK ABOUT 

THE AUTHORS of the series, Pierdomenico Baccalario and Federico Taddia, are well-known for their skill in writing for and imparting knowledge to young people. Their engaging 
text incorporates the know-how of the most authoritative experts on the subject matter at hand, and is enhanced by cartoons by some of Italy’s most outstanding illustrators. 

Without even realising it, young readers will become junior “experts” themselves on topics ranging from the economy, neuroscience and the human body to technology, 
emotions, the climate and much more. And guess what? The grown-ups around them will learn lots too!

THE EXPERTS
In crafting the fifteen books in the series, Taddia and Baccalario consulted leading experts on the various subject matters. VITO MANCUSO, Italy’s best-known theologian and a 
brilliant raconteur of world religions accompanies the two on their journey into the world of the sacred. In their exploration of the world of emotions, the authors are joined by 
MARIA RITA PARSI, a veritable institution in the field of psychology as well as an excellent narrator. Numerous others are also featured to guide young readers, including STEFANO 
BARTEZZAGHI (a semiologist and prominent puzzle writer who worked on the volume on communication) and CHIARA ALESSI (a descendant of Italy’s celebrated Alessi and Bial-
etti families, and design scholar and expert, who collaborated on the volume on beauty).

THE ILLUSTRATORS
Another distinctive feature of “The 15” is its constant dialogue between text and images, thanks to the choice of four marvellous illustrators from the world of comics: GUD (oth-
erwise known as Daniele Bonomo, author of the Timothy Top series for Tunué), MIRELLA MARIANI, CLAUDIA PETRAZZI (Clara and the Shadows, Il Castoro) and ELENA TRIOLO.

Each has been published both in Italy and abroad, and done comic publications for young audiences as well as educational work. So the series features both explanatory 
tables as well as witty illustrations and cartoons that make the contents of each chapter delightfully child-friendly.

HOW CAN WE HELP YOUNG PEOPLE UNDERSTAND THE WORLD AROUND THEM,  
ACQUIRE THE TOOLS THEY’LL NEED TO GROW INTO ADULTS,  

FIND THEIR OWN PATHS AND MAYBE EVEN CHANGE THINGS FOR THE BETTER?
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THE STORY OF TWO BRILLIANT FRIENDS. 
PARTLY TRUE, PARTLY FICTIONALISED,  

BUT FULL OF ADVENTURE.

DANTE AND GIOTTO
PIERDOMENICO BACCALARIO
From an idea by Miriam Dubini

The 10th of June 1289. Between Arezzo and Florence, in the Tuscan countryside, the 
armies of these two cities are lining up. In the ranks of Florentines, a noble knight and 
a foot soldier armed with a sword face each other.

Suddenly, the soldier calls the knight by his name: “Hey, Dante! Is that really you?!”

Just like that, two childhood friends are reunited: Dante Alighieri and Giotto di 
Bondone.

But this is no happy reunion: many years have passed since they were friends, but 
Dante is still angry with Giotto because of a joke that backfired. 

The next day, the battle will take place, and the pair will be called to risk their lives. 
But the night is long, and the two geniuses will find a way to fill it with words and 
images that rise to the stars. 

Dante and Giotto originated from an idea by Miriam Dubini, children’s author and 
friend of Pierdomenico, who passed away suddenly in 2018.

* The book includes an appendix with the true story of Dante and Giotto, told 
in an approachable, ironic style, and the historical setting in which the friends 
lived: the Middle Ages, a period in which “if you’re born an aristocrat, you 
have peasants working for you. But in exchange, you have to protect them, 
otherwise it’s bye-bye. If you’re born a peasant, forget it: you’d be believing 
in reincarnation and waiting for your next turn. And in any case, if you misbe-
have, you’re damned in the afterlife too. Amen”. 

 FIRST PUBLISHER: PIEMME (ITALY), 2021

ADVENTURE,  
ART, LITERATURE  

10+
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ACTIVITY BOOK,  
EDUCATIONAL  

7+

CREATE YOUR OWN  
DIVINE COMEDY
GIUSEPPE D’ANNA

Did anyone ever tell you to go to hell? Well, it’s happened to us all… But some people 
go to hell of their own accord – like Dante Alighieri! That’s right: in his Divine Comedy, 
the Great Poet decided to take a tour of the underworld and now, thanks to this. 
extraordinary book, YOU can do the same. 

Let the good Virgil guide you, and venture among the flames and demons, discov-
ering on every page how Dante’s Inferno works, with its circles, monsters, punish-
ments… But it’s not just for reading, no siree: to follow in Dante’s footsteps you’ll 
have to write, draw, cut out, glue, fold… You can even send anyone you want to hell, 
placing them in whatever circle you choose.

And you just have to follow the clear instructions in the book. In the end, you’ll have 
YOUR OWN personal, unique and inimitable Divine Comedy!

* A fun way to discover Dante’s Inferno, with its circles, monsters and the many 
characters inhabiting it.

* A journey to be taken with Virgil by your side, armed with pen, paints, scis-
sors, and glue, and ready to get your hands dirty. Because, as you explore 
hell, you’ll have to do a lot more than read – you’ll find page after page of 
different activities.

* This is the perfect book to help children approach the timeless work of lit-
erature that is The Divine Comedy. Through the amusing illustrations and 
narrator’s voice, Dante’s Inferno is transformed into an exciting adventure for 
young readers.

 FIRST PUBLISHER: GALLUCCI (ITALY), APRIL 2021

FLAMES, MONSTERS AND DEMONS  
AWAIT YOU IN THE MOST  

ADVENTUROUS JOURNEY EVER…  

SO WHO’S READY TO SET OFF?
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BEFORE YOU START  
SECONDARY SCHOOL
OLIMPIA MEDICI & DANIELE NICASTRO
Illustrations by Andrea Dalla Fontana

HISTORY,  
HUMOUR 8+

HUMOUR,  
EDUCATIONAL  

10+
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Olimpia is a translator, teacher and tour guide. She has written articles on the environment and mountains, scripts and theatrical performances, and is the author of the book Viva 
via Italy together with Paolo La Bua. 

Andrea works with all aspects of graphics, from food packaging to social campaigns. His passion for illustration led him to join Book on a Tree. For the last four years, he has appe-
ared every Wednesday in the pages of the La Stampa newspaper with a humorous cartoon.

A CRAZY STORY
OLIMPIA MEDICI &  
ANDREA DALLA FONTANA

* Each volume explores an ancient popula-
tion in a fun and original way, with spar-
kling texts, comic strips and information 
sheets.

* Each volume is organised into 12 themed 
chapters (art/architecture, religion, back 
when you were 10, daily life, cooking, lan-
guage, VIPs, etc.), and is enriched with 
timelines, quizzes and tests that help to 
consolidate the information. 

 FIRST PUBLISHER: SALANI (ITALY), 2020 
SERIES: 2 TITLES PUBLISHED: THE EGYPTIANS / 
THE ROMANS  
RIGHTS SOLD IN: CZECH REPUBLIC (DOBROVSKÝ)

You’ve finished primary school, you’re definitely 
ready to take your place among the older kids now, 
the ones who go to secondary school… no, you’re 
not! How do you know if you’re really all set for 
your new school, teachers, subjects, meetings…? 

That’s right, you don’t. Better make sure you’re 
ready, don’t you think? Flicking through the pag-
es of this book, you’ll find things to discover and 
learn to do before you go to secondary school… 
but don’t worry: you’ll be laughing, even whis-
tling all the way. Because, in the end, it’s noth-
ing new, you just need a bit of training! 

* Typical narration style of a gamebook.

* Humour in text and pictures.

 FIRST PUBLISHER: PIEMME (ITALY), 2020
HISTORY’S FUNNIEST HISTORY BOOKS! 

WHY DID MUMMIES HAVE THEIR BRAINS  

REMOVED BUT NOT THEIR HEARTS?

STORIES, TIPS AND RULES FOR SURVIVAL! 
HAVE YOU GOT WHAT IT TAKES TO TACKLE SECONDARY 

SCHOOL? YOU NEED TO READ THIS BOOK!

 60 - TURN TO INDEX ›



9 / #NonFiction #FactualMadeFunAndEducational

Andrea is a journalist who’s been dealing with environmental problems for thirty years. Based on scientific studies, he invents books, games, 
educational workshops and summer camps to teach children to respect the Earth.
Lucia has a patient scientist by her side and a house full of books. In addition to writing novels, she works in cinema and animation.

What are the consequences of climate change? How can pollution and global 
warming be countered? Why is it important to plant trees and stop deforestation? 
We must act fast to save the world and ourselves! Simply by starting from the 
small things we can all do in our everyday lives at home, at school, in our own local 
communities. Involving friends, parents and teachers. Because, as everyone knows, 
there’s strength in numbers!

Just as Lila, Vanessa and Filippo will learn, one scorching June…

* The protagonists are a group of 10-14-year-old children who look around 
and encounter environmental problems in their daily lives, ask questions, find 
adults (parents, teachers, scientists close to home, the plumber, or the aunt 
who sells solar panels…) who explain, search the web for technologies that 
offer solutions, and then act. Sometimes alone, sometimes with family, some-
times at school by teaming up with classmates and teachers.

* Climate change, addressed in turn through defined and related topics: plastic, 
energy, mobility, food production, water and the melting of the glaciers, the 
oceans and their problems, waste and the transition to a circular economy… 

 FIRST PUBLISHER: FABBRI (ITALY), 2020  
SERIES: 4 TITLES PUBLISHED 
RIGHTS SOLD IN: CHINA (PUBLISHING HOUSE OF ELECTRONICS INDUSTRY)

THE PLANET’S DESTINY  
IS IN YOUR HANDS!

NARRATIVE,  
NON FICTION 

SAVE THE WORLD 
ANDREA VICO & LUCIA VACCARINO
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24 MATCHES THAT MADE HISTORY

CHALLENGE THE SKY
MARCO CATTANEO 

That’s what football and history are like: they intertwine, overlap, interchange.

And while many matches have gone down in history, many chapters of history have 
been written with the ink of the football in a hundred-metre field, by twenty-two 
players; despite wars, revolutions, dark periods and great changes. 

* In a blend of reality and a pinch of imagination, Marco Cattaneo tells children 
the history of football and Europe from 1872 to the present, through twen-
ty-four unforgettable matches. 

* There’s the passion of Edoardo Bosio, who returned from England in 1877 in 
love with football and determined to create the first Italian team, in Turin. And 
then there’s the genius of Frederick Pentland, the Englishman living in Spain 
who revolutionised the playing method in the late twenties, experimenting 
with “tiqui taca”. The courage and pride of Austrian Matthias Sindelar and the 
Ukrainian players of Start FC who, during the Nazi Occupation, dared to chal-
lenge Hitler’s men, paying with their lives. There are the re-matches and re-
sults of the fight against racial prejudice, obtained by the multiethnic French 
national team who won the World Cup in 1998, and by Nelson Mandela, the 
first to take the World Championship to Africa.

* Events, famous personalities and ordinary people, powerful emotions; more 
than a century of football and European history.

 FIRST PUBLISHER: RIZZOLI (ITALY), 2020

Marco is a journalist and Sky Sports presenter, as well as an author of children’s books. With Rizzoli he has published the free ebook La nostra partita, 
telling children about the fight against Coronavirus through the metaphor of football and, with Pierdomenico Baccalario and Federico Taddia: Giochi di 
gruppo (anche) a 1 metro di distanza, a book that explains how to play safely in the Covid era. 

SPORT 10+

 62 - TURN TO INDEX ›



9 / #NonFiction #FactualMadeFunAndEducational

SPORT 6+GROUP GAMES (ALSO)  
ONE METRE APART
P. BACCALARIO, M. CATTANEO, F. TADDIA

From hide and seek to football, capture the flag, basketball, blind man’s buff and fris-
bee, 30 ideas for playing indoors or outside, in smaller or larger groups and smaller 
or larger spaces, while avoiding large gatherings and keeping a safe distance. 

So let’s get out there and play!

* Old games with new rules. Classic sports with original variations. Indoor 
games to play with friends, one metre apart and without moving one centi-
metre. With a pinch of humour and ingenuity. 

 FIRST PUBLISHER: MONDADORI (ITALY), SEPTEMBER 2020

CAN YOU PLAY WITHOUT TOUCHING EACH OTHER? 

HOW CAN YOU HAVE FUN WITH YOUR FRIENDS 

WHILE STAYING ONE METRE APART? EASY!  

JUST PLAY WITH NEW RULES!

Pierdomenico is a writer and author of adventure novels for children. He is a gold medallist in wordplay, sitting-down games and games no-one wants to play. 

Marco is a journalist, sportsman and children’s author. There’s no sport in the world he hasn’t tried, talked about or watched. Strictly from the sidelines. 

Federico is a journalist and presenter. As a passionate games fan, his dream is to take part in – and win – the World Hide and Seek Championship. 
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NON FICTION
10+

Skuola.net is the benchmark edTech 
platform for the Italian student 
community.

A book of bookfiles presenting 80 of the world’s 
most famous books. From Anna Karenina to 
Harry Potter, it describes some of the biggest 
bestsellers of all time and from all over the 
world. “Luckily, we couldn’t fit in every book 
in the world, but our sixth sense tells us we’ve 
picked the best ones, the ones you haven’t read 
and which you can embrace the spoilers for all 
by yourself!”

* For each book, there’s a full bookfile includ-
ing author, original language, year of pub-
lication, literary genre and even a sample 
quote… to give you a taste of how talent-
ed the author is, the literary style and the 
scope of the story. 

* Each book has a spoiler rating, depending 
on whether it could make you feel faint, 
make your palms sweat or just slide right 
off you like a bead of sweat down your 
back. In other words, think carefully before 
reading a 5-star spoiler. 

 FIRST PUBLISHER: MAGAZZINI SALANI (ITALY), 
2019

BLABBERMOUTH  
BOOK 10+

WHO AM I?
ME. THE OTHERS. AND EVERYONE ELSE. 

FEDERICO TADDIA & DANIELE GRASSUCCI

SPOILER

100 QUESTIONS.
To investigate necessary themes and subjects 
on identity, individual and collective: Friendship, 
Love, Body, Social, Do I Believe?, Future, Com-
mitment, Anger, Fear, Passions, Revolutions.  

100 QUESTIONS.
To explore the question “Who Am I?” and who 
everyone else is. A mirror, in which you can iden-
tify yourself with all your personal characteris-
tics, express all your nuances, test where you 
fit in between standardisation and originality. A 
description of a whole generation – as individu-
als and as a group.

100 QUESTIONS.
Bringing out the self, the us, the them. An im-
mediate, colourful, enticing glance to help 
understand that there is no ‘normal’ and ‘differ-
ent’: individual quirks and ways of being. Points 
in common, points of divergence.

* A surprising selfie of generation z, modern 
teenagers, without filters and without re-
touching. A mirror for them to look into, to 
discover themselves and better understand 
others.

* 30,000 questions – 100 teenagers – 12 
themes.

 FIRST PUBLISHER: DE AGOSTINI (ITALY), MAY 2021

PHOTOGRAPHS 
OF A GENERATION! THE BIGGEST BLABBERMOUTH  

BOOK EVER ABOUT BOOKS
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Eduardo is a professor of Positive Psychology and co-founder of Humour Positivo, 
a training company specialised in sense of humour. He regularly writes for academic 
journals in the field and for the Spanish newspaper El Mundo. He has already publi-
shed several novels, translated into more than twenty languages.

An infallible test to analyse your own and your 
friends’ personalities by observing how you be-
have when it comes to pizza. Do you prefer to 
go to a pizzeria or have takeaway? Do you al-
ways order the same or do you like trying new 
toppings each time? Do you eat it from the cen-
tre out or from the outside in? 

* A test to find out who you are and under-
stand more about yourself and the world 
around you.

* A fun and ironic book, perfect to read on 
an evening with friends, perhaps over an 
excellent pizza. 

 FIRST PUBLISHER: SALANI (ITALY), 2020

This story’s protagonist is a bear who tells us 
about her own life, and that of all the bears that 
have repopulated the Italian woods in recent 
years. We meet Ursula in winter when, newly 
born, she stays safe in the den with her mum 
and little brother. 

As the seasons pass, we see her grow, play, go 
in search of food, face dangers and adversities, 
until the moment when she’s finally ready to 
take her own path.

* An engaging narrative.

* Accurate scientific insights by researchers 
from MUSE (Trento Science Museum) to 
raise awareness of the brown bear’s char-
acteristics and habits.

 FIRST PUBLISHER: EDITORIALE SCIENZA (ITALY), 
2020

HAVE YOU HEARD OF PIZZOLOGY, 

THE NEW SCIENCE THAT REVEALS 

THE MYSTERIES OF THE HUMAN MIND?

THE ADVENTURE OF A BEAR  

IN THE ITALIAN WOODS

URSULA
GIUSEPPE FESTA

PIZZOLOGY
EDUARDO JÁUREGUI

NON FICTION,  
HUMOUR

ADVENTURE  
8+
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* Day after day, different moods, in search of 
the right moment, of stability.

* Winner of the Andersen and SuperAnders-
en prizes in 2021.

 FIRST PUBLISHER: BACCHILEGA JUNIOR (ITALY), 2020 
RIGHTS SOLD IN: KOREA (HYEONAMSA), CHINA 
(SHANGHAI JUVENILE & CHILDREN’S PUBLISHING 
HOUSE), ARGENTINA (ABRAZANDO CUENTOS), 
TAIWAN (TAIWAN EDUCATIONAL), TURKEY 
(DOGAN), FRANCE (A2MIMO)

Through the combination of Marianna Balducci’s drawings and stories and Fabio 
Gervasoni’s photographs, the objects are transformed, inviting the reader to play 
with them, to overturn the usual point of view in favour of fantasy.

 FIRST PUBLISHER: SABIR EDITORE (ITALY), 2020

I AM A LEAF
ANGELO MOZZILLO  
& MARIANNA BALDUCCI

THE HIDDEN LIFE OF THINGS
MARIANNA BALDUCCI (Illustrations and concept)
FABIO GERVASONI (Photos)

“THINGS HAVE A SECRET LIFE AND,  

IF WE LOOK MORE CAREFULLY,  

MAYBE WE’LL BE LUCKY ENOUGH  

TO HAVE THEM TELL US ABOUT IT.”

ONE DAY I AM BLOWING 
ONE DAY I CAN’T GET GOING

ONE DAY BLAZING SUN 
ONE DAY THERE IS NONE
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“Il vostro figlioletto
vuole notti luminose di libri belli
con immagini grandi da sfogliare

nel suo comodo lettino!”

“Il vostro figlioletto
vuole notti luminose di libri belli
con immagini grandi da sfogliare

nel suo comodo lettino!”
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A book to make us laugh and reflect on what we 
truly want. 

Tantrums are just tantrums! But is that really al-
ways the case?

 FIRST PUBLISHER: SABIR EDITORE (ITALY), 2021

I WANT 100 LIGHTBULBS
MARIANNA BALDUCCI & ELISA ROCCHI

GREEN HOPE
STELLA NOSELLA  
& MARIANNA BALDUCCI 

Photo-illustrated picture book with images of 
Amatrice after the dramatic earthquake of 2016. 
A delicate tale, a hymn to rebirth, kindness, sol-
idarity, hope and love for Nature which, if pro-
tected and guarded, is capable of repaying us 
with extraordinary gifts.

 FIRST PUBLISHER: L’ORTO DELLA CULTURA (ITALY), 
2021

Arrivò l’inverno. Arrivò puntuale la neve. Giulio coprì il vaso della 
sua piantina con uno dei suoi maglioni, quello rosso con i bottoni. 
Ci mise anche un ombrello sopra, per proteggerla un pochino di 
più. Se la sua Speranza avesse perso quella sua unica foglia, sarebbe 
certamente morta e Giulio non se lo sarebbe mai perdonato.

Non riuscire a salvarla era 
una cosa che non avrebbe 
potuto accettare, quindi 
non si perse d’animo e la 
continuò ad annaffiare.

A KIND GESTURE,  
HOWEVER SMALL,  

CAN MAKE A DIFFERENCEIN HOW MANY AND WHAT WAYS  
DO CHILDREN SPEAK TO US?
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Mauro combines his profession as an architect with a passion for publishing. In 2016, 
he founded Occhiolino Edizioni. His design activities start from theatrical sceno-
graphic experiments and develop by intertwining works of design and architecture.
He won the 2021 ANDERSEN PRIZE as PROTAGONIST FOR CHILDREN’S CULTURE “For 
the constant and many years of work in the field of childhood culture; for offering 
children workshop experiences, educational games and volumes in which, at the ser-
vice of creativity, the skills of the shape specialist, architect and designer, meet with 
the passion of the artist.”

The aim of these books is to stimulate designing, to learn how to design, because 
with designing we not only dream, but we find a way to make that dream come true.

 The Bears are game-books where storytelling leads to the SuperPieces, which are 
marks that are physically detachable from the book and which allow the reader to 
reconstruct the images of the story or invent others, creating new stories.

The SuperPieces are various colourful brushstrokes, lines, dots or marks. A single mark 
can be part of different pictures, and in composing with the SuperPieces, a journey 
takes place, moving from the abstract mark to the picture, which is part of reality.

* The idea behind this series is to learn how to design with marks: children of 
all ages can put their creativity into play by combining or overlapping the 
limited pieces to create something.

* From 4 years.
 
In Hawks, on the other hand, the journey that takes place is the other way around: 
the reader starts from something real, a paper bag or a piece of bark, and trans-
ports it into an abstract or fantastic world.

The books have a vertical line on the cover and contain HiddenPages.

These are pages with flaps, whose content is not visible when flicking through the 
book. They invite you to develop workshop activities around the theme of the book.

* Here the impulse to design moves through three stages: an element taken 
from reality, for example a blade of grass or a leaf, which becomes a fantastic 
element in the picture book, and which can finally be brought back to reality 
– in a workshop – with the help of the HiddenPages.

* From 6 years.

OCCHIOLINO
MAURO BELLEI

10 / #PictureBooks #TalesOfWonderAndFun

BOOKS FOR CHILDREN TO READ,  
DO, OBSERVE, NARRATE
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A ROOM ALL OF MY OWN
GUENDALINA PASSERI

THE ENCHANTMENT HANDBOOK
ALESSANDRA DI CONSOLI &  
CRISTIANO SORMANO VALLI

Each drawing is a step: into nature, into the im-
agination, into the little stories that each nursery 
rhyme tells. 

There are clouds, the moon, poppies, bees, hon-
ey, the scent of wisteria. There are dancers who 
invented the universe by dancing, thoughts like 
paper boats in the sea, a whale that is also an 
island and a root girl. We are all there: acrobats 
in the world. 

 FIRST PUBLISHER: SABIR EDITORE (ITALY), 2021

The protagonist has a room all of her own and no one can enter. She can play with 
the stories she invents or has just read and set sail for adventure. Only by learning 
about your room (mind), and allowing someone to enter, can you learn to see the 
world in colour even when everything seems grey.

A BOOK LIKE  
A LITTLE JOURNEY YOU NEED ONLY READ A BOOK  

WITH A STORY ABOUT PIRATES  
TO BECOME ONE...
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ON A MIDSUMMER NIGHT

…IT ARRIVED… IT ECLIPSED THE MOON… 

IT APPROACHED MY FATHER… TOUCHED 

HIS FOREHEAD. IT STAYED WITH HIM  

FOR A WHILE, THEN LEFT

The wonder of life and its fluctuations shown in 
a sequence of highly emotional images.

 FIRST PUBLISHER: RIZZOLI (ITALY), 2019
A trip to the ends of the earth in search of the girl who stole your heart…

* A modern-day story with echoes of old-world fable and adventure.

*  Fascinating worlds populated by fantastic creatures – a must-have map 
for imaginary travellers.

 ILLUSTRATOR: ISABELLA MAZZANTI  
FIRST PUBLISHER: MONDADORI (ITALY), 
 2017

AN IMPOSSIBLE SEARCH,  
A JOURNEY YOU’LL NEVER FORGET.

THE NIGHT OF THE WHALE 
PEPPO BIANCHESSI

THE ATLAS  
OF IMAGINARY  PLACES
PIERDOMENICO BACCALARIO  
& DAVIDE CALÌ 
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Inspired by an Indian proverb, a poetic and iron-
ic interpretation of the relationship between hu-
mans and nature.

 FIRST PUBLISHER: A2MIMO (FRANCE), 2020 
RIGHTS SOLD IN: KOREA (BOOKLIGHT)

A story about the unknown and how prejudice 
poisons relationships.

 FIRST PUBLISHER: CHOCOLAT JEUNESSE (FRANCE), 
2018  
RIGHTS SOLD IN: SPAIN (OCÉANO), KOREA 
(TUNDERBIRD); ITALY (KITE) 
TV RIGHTS OPTIONED

SOME THINK THAT NATURE IS BEAUTIFUL

AND LOCK THE TIGER AWAY IN A CAGE.

SOME THINK THAT NATURE IS USEFUL

AND MAKE A COAT FROM THE TIGER’S SKIN…

THERE WAS A DAY WHEN THE WHALES 

CAME… THEY CAME FROM THE SKY

AND IT WAS A DAY OF WONDER

BUT IT WAS ALSO AN UNEXPECTED 

DISTURBANCE

THE TIGER
DAVIDE CALÌ & GABRIELE PINO

THE DAY OF THE WHALES
CORNELIUS & T. CAROZZI
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LITTLE EINSTEIN DREAMS  
OF BECOMING A SCIENTIST  

AND WINNING THE NOBEL PRIZE 
SOMEDAY.

10 / #PictureBooks #TalesOfWonderAndFun

THE FIRST THING I REMEMBER  

IS A BIG PARTY. ALL THAT WILL SEEM 
IMPOSSIBLE TO YOU…

LITTLE EINSTEIN
MARIATERESA CONTE 

PIAZZA 25 APRILE
PIERDOMENICO BACCALARIO  
& ALESSANDRO SANNA 

This is a story of war, exclusion, losses. And, in 
the end, rebirth.

A picture story of Liberation and the birth of the 
Italian Republic, told through the poetic gaze of 
a little girl.

* Inserted in the Italian IBBY HONOUR LIST 
2021.

 FIRST PUBLISHER: RIZZOLI (ITALY), 2020

The story of an enterprising young girl, show-
ing readers it’s important to dream, because big 
dreams lead to big adventures.

 FIRST PUBLISHER: LAVIERI (ITALY), 2018  
RIGHTS SOLD IN: SPAIN (OBELISCO) 
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BENTY BREIGHT’S JIG
DAVIDE PANIZZA 

AND THEN IT WAS TIME
PIERDOMENICO BACCALARIO  
& ANNA PIROLLI 

BENTY BREIGHT HAS HAD  
AN AWFUL DAY AND NEEDS  

TWO GLASSES OF KENTUCKY SODA.

Life is a story that never ends… taking on new 
colours, forms and depth with every passing 
month and year. 

 FIRST PUBLISHER: SALANI (ITALY), 2019 

The tale of Benty Breight’s adventure is literally 
“one number after another”: 11 bandits stole 12 
coins from him on Friday the 13th, and his horse 
sneezed 14 times…

* A jolly western jig, full of fun and laughs. 
An entertaining way to introduce young 
children to numbers.

 FIRST PUBLISHER: LAVIERI (ITALY), 2018 
AND THAT MOMENT WILL RETURN, 

TIME AND AGAIN.
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AN ARROGANT KING 
 SPEAKS TO A MYSTERIOUS  

LITTLE CREATURE.

Prima c’ero IO,
ma adesso, per fortuna, ci sei anche TU. 
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I’M THE KING 
MARCO VIALE

A tongue-in-cheek, fun book to explain that if 
we look beyond appearances, we’re all the same 
underneath, with the same fears and weakness-
es. And that roles can be reversed when you 
least expect it.

 FIRST PUBLISHER: KITE (ITALY), 2019 
RIGHTS SOLD IN: FRANCE (A2MIMO), GERMANY 
(VERLAG FREIES GEISTESLEBE)

I WAS HERE FIRST! 
NICOLETTA ASNICAR  
& ALICE PIAGGIO

A little brother, even when you want one very 
much, is always an earthquake that will shatter 
all your certainties as an only child. However, a 
little brother, even when you didn’t really want 
one, is always a surprise.

Someone with whom to rediscover the world 
you know with a different perspective, someone 
to set off with to explore the part of the world 
that you don’t know yet.

A STORY OF  
UNCONDITIONAL 

LOVE
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THE QUEEN OF THE ANTS IS  
HUNGRY AND SENDS THREE ANTS  

IN SEARCH OF FOOD.
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First, they find a crumb, then a big doughnut 
and even a roast chicken. But oh, won’t they be 
too heavy to carry?

Sometimes being happy with what you’ve got 
can be the solution.

 FIRST PUBLISHER: PIEMME (ITALY), 2019

HOMES AROUND THE WORLD
MARIAPAOLA PESCE  
& MARTINA TONELLO

OH OH ANTS
ELSIE W. RIGHT & MARTINA TONELLO

WHAT IS A HOME? A DEN TO TAKE SHELTER IN, A NEST IN WHICH TO RAISE OUR CHILDREN, A QUIET CORNER FOR OUR HOBBIES.

A trip around the world, in the company of an 
intrepid young girl who wants to see for herself 
the customs and traditions of all the people she 
encounters.

Eleven types of homes scattered across five con-
tinents, treating young readers to insights into 
the most fascinating homes in the world, while 
revealing the customs of the world’s peoples. 

 FIRST PUBLISHER: ELECTA KIDS (ITALY), 2018 
RIGHT SOLD IN: CHINA (PUBLISHING HOUSE 
OF ELECTRONIC INDUSTRY), BELGIUM AND 
NETHERLANDS (SCHOOLSUPPORT)

 76 - TURN TO INDEX ›



#ChristmasTales
1111



11 / #ChristmasTales

WHAT IF WE FORGOT  
ABOUT CHRISTMAS?

PUPIL REMEMBERS
A CHRISTMAS TALE

MANLIO CASTAGNA
Illustrations by Gianluca Garofolo

In an unspecified time, in a town on the edge of the woods – Oblate – two chil-
dren, Manuel and Alante, find a mysterious object covered by the snow. No one in 
the community knows what it is. Only Pupil, the old blind woman who lives in the 
forest, seems to possess the key to open the doors of the past from which that 
object comes.

* Beautiful illustrations, like works of art.

* An original and melancholic Christmas tale.

* An atmosphere that brings to mind the films of Burton and Miyazaki.

 FIRST PUBLISHER: L’ORTO DELLA CULTURA (ITALY), 2021

 78 - TURN TO INDEX ›



Written by Angelo MozzilloIllustrated by Martina TonelloCopyright © 2021 Book on a Tree LimitedA story by Book on a Treewww.bookonatree.com

Per l’edizione italiana:
Edizioni ClichyVia Tripoli, 18a50122 Firenzewww.edizioniclichy.it

Stampa: Baroni e Gori - Prato - Novembre 2021Isbn 978-88-6799-851-7

Edizioni Clichy

IN THE OLD NORTH FOREST, CHRISTMAS IS CELEBRATED  

BY MISTAKE. EVEN SEVERAL TIMES A YEAR…  

EVERY TIME THERE’S A DARK NIGHT TO LIGHT UP!

AN ACCIDENTAL CHRISTMAS
ANGELO MOZZILLO
Illustrations by Martina Tonello

During the night of an eclipse, a raccoon lights a beacon to illuminate the wood. 
The blackbirds, observing the light, mistakenly believe that Christmas has arrived, 
and they hurry to turn on all the lights hidden among the trees for the occasion, 
waking up rabbits, badgers and foxes who, rubbing their eyes, look around and 
shout: “It’s Christmas! We need to prepare the dinner!”

And so, from a little misunderstanding, one after the other, all the animals of the 
wood prepare for an out-of-season Christmas, bringing light, warmth and a lot of 
wonder to the Old North Forest.

* The happiness that is found in being together. In being part of something 
bigger.

 FIRST PUBLISHER: CLICHY EDIZIONI (ITALY) 2021
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AN ORIGINAL AND FUN STORY

THAT MANAGES TO MAKE YOU SMILE

WITH EVERY PAGE, REVERSING  

THE ROLES IN A SURPRISING WAY WHAT WAS CHRISTMAS LIKE  
WHEN THERE WERE NO GIFTS, 

WHEN THE PEOPLE YOU LOVE WERE MISSING, 

WHEN IT WAS SO COLD THAT  

YOU COULD SKATE ON FROZEN DITCHES?

DEAR CHILD
A LETTER FROM FATHER CHRISTMAS

MATILDE TACCHINI & RAFFAELLA BOLAFFIO

THE LITTLE GIRL WITH  
THE RED RIBBON
STELLA NOSELLA & MARIANNA BALDUCCI

Portogruaro, Christmas 1944. Life flowed be-
tween the fear of bombing and the desire for 
normality while the children never stopped 
dreaming and marvelling at every little thing.

Antonia was an eight-year-old girl who helped 
her sister Maria get married in secret amidst the 
snow and the pain of her father’s deportation.

* Historical tale for children, written thanks to 
real testimonies, made with the awareness 
that memory exists as long as it is handed 
down. 

 FIRST PUBLISHER: L’ORTO DELLA CULTURA (ITALY), 
2019

Christmas is fast approaching, and girls and 
boys can’t forget about writing the traditional 
letter. But what if, this year, it was Father Christ-
mas who wanted to write it? Surely, he’ll write 
about how he’s always behaved well, kept his 
bedroom tidy, and not eaten too many sweets… 
But maybe he’s not telling the truth!

* The background of the most stereotyped 
character ever, showing us that, despite 
appearances, no one is perfect. Not even 
Father Christmas!

 FIRST PUBLISHER: MONDADORI (ITALY) 2021
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Book on a Tree is a real storytelling agency that works from an imaginary treehouse.

Up in the branches of our tree, our authors and illustrators work as a team, sharing 
ideas and building collaborative circles with publishers worldwide.

We specialise in fire-breathing dragons, bookcases that creak open into hidden 
rooms, rebel princesses, magic mirrors, time machines, and just about anything that 
sparks the imagination of children and young adults.

A MERRY BAND OF SCRIBBLERS, AT YOUR SERVICE…



Rosamaria Pavan _ Foreign Rights Agent
rosam@bookonatree.com

Lorenzo Rulfo _ General Manager
lorenzo@bookonatree.com

BOOK ON A TREE
UNITED KINGDOM
CONNECT WITH US
WWW.BOOKONATREE.COM
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